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In the spring of 1966, Bester A. Adams, Jr., a 
friend and also colleague at Oxford High School, revealed 
to the writer a short sketch of the life of Rev. J. D. 
Anthony found in the Fall issue of the Alabama Historical 
Quarterly, 1946. Since the man bore the name Anthony, a 
question pertaining to the relationship of the latter to 
the former entered the writer's mind. Inquiries were made 
which indicated the minister was a distant cousin of the 
writer who, while traveling as an itinerant Methodist minis-
ter for a half-century, served in some of the larger positions 
of the church in Alabama and Georgia. 
The purpose of this paper is to relate some of the 
experiences which were important in the life of Reverend 
J. D. Anthony. A section of the paper is devoted to Anthony's 
pioneer childhood experiences among the Indians of Alabama. 
An attempt has also been made to discuss the religious labors, 
friendships and also hostilities of the red man that were 
incident to the establishment of _ Cherokee County, Alabama. 
The endeavors, trials and experiences of the old -
time circuit preacher occupies a large portion of the paper. 
Through the itinerant ministry of Jo D. Anthony, one can 
better understand some of the experiences of the members of 
the Methodist faith, and to some extent, acquire a knowledge 
2 
of some of the major events which occurred during the sub-
jects life. 
Research was done in the Alabama and Georgia Depart -
ment of Archives and History as well as libraries at Emory 
Theological Seminary, Atlanta, Georgia, Anniston Public 
Library, Jacksonville State University, Gadsden City Library 
and Floyd County Library, Rome, Georgia. Records found 
in the Cherokee County and Tuscaloosa County Courthouses 
were also helpful. The original minutes of the North Alabama 
and South Georgia Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, were found in the libnaries of the Alabama 
Archives and the Emory Theological Seminary, respectively. 
A cousin, Miss Lillie Anthony of Daytona Beach, Florida, 
permitted the writer to examine material which she had 
collected on the Anthony family. 
Due to Anthony's length of service as a circuit 
preacher, considerable material was of necessity omitted 
from this study. No attempt was made to discuss the basic 
doctrines of his faith nor the lives of the minister's 
children. Neither was research done on the major social, 
economic and political issues which confronted the various 
religious denominations from 1825-1899. 
CHAPTER I 
MISSION TO THE CHEROKEE INDIANS 
The Reverend Whitfield Anthony, 1 a devout member 
of the South Carolina Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, moved into the present state of Alabama in the au-
tumn of 1835 to undertake a mission to the Cherokee Indians? 
At the time of his removal, his conference served a large 
Indian region which included the land which later became 
Cherokee C aunty, Alabama. He was t \ • • • determined to leave 
the old red hills and sandy bottoms of South Carolina and 
1whitfield Anthony was born in Abbeville District, 
South Carolina, November lL~, 1802, the youngest of seven 
children of Joel Anthony. He was name d for George Whitfield, 
the distingui shed Methodist minister, und er whose influence 
his father had been converted during his youth. J. D. Anthony, 
Life and S ermons of Rev. J. D. Anthony (A tlanta: c. P. Byrd, 
Printer, 1896), pp. 'f':8. Hereinafter cited as Anthony, 
Life and Sermons o In November, 1824, Whitfield Anthony 
ma:rriedLucinda Miller, who also was a native of Abbeville. 
He was admit ted to the South Carolina Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, January 8, 18270 At the Quar-
terly Conference held at Ashbury Camp Ground on September 
26, 1831, Anthony was recommended to be ordained a deacon 
at the next assemblage to be held at Darlington, South 
Carolina. A copy of the recommendation of the Quarterly 
Conference is found on the following page. From 1833 to 
1835, Anthony owned land located hear Hencoop Creek, in 
Anderson County, South Carolina while he serv ed as a local 
preacher there. Information taken from a letter from Miss 
Lillie Anthony dated April 2~. , 1967. 
2Hugh W. Cardon, 'lRev. J. D. Anthony, 11 Alabama 
Historical Quarterly, VIII (Fa.11 , 19L~6) , 3160 Hereinafter 




'WHITFIELD ANTHONY'S RECOMMENDATION 
TO BE ORD~INED A DE.\CON 
go to the land that flowed with milk and honey • 11·3 The 
journey would involve traveling into strange, uncivilized 
territory, threatened by hostile natives and the ravages of 
nature. Therefore, Whitfield Anthony convinced other settlers 
from South Carolina and Georgia to accompany his family to 
the Cherokee Nation. From July throug h September, 1835, 
they prepared for their expedition. A large amount of equip-
ment and supplies was secured at Augusta, Georgia. In Novem~ 
ber the party, which included Reverend Anthony ' s wife, their 
five children, and his mother, began the long trip to the 
new region. Among the group was the minister's oldest son, 
James D. Anthony. 
J. D. Anthony was born in Abbeville County, South 
Carolina, October 12, 1825, in what was then known as the 
Longcane Creek community.I-+ The neighborhood was at that 
time composed largely of immigrants from Ireland and their 
descendants. He was named for James Dannelly, a one -legged 
Methodist preacher who labored in Georgia and South Carolina5 
at the time of the infant' s birth. Later the boy's Aunt 
3In the summer and fall of 1875, J. D. Anthony wrote 
six articles which were published in The Gadsden Times 
describing pioneer life in early Cherokee County. His 
reminiscences were the earliest written account of the 
settlement of the county. J. D. Anthony, " Cherokee County, 
Alabama, Reminiscences of Its Early Settlement, '~ The Gadsden 
Time s , July 6, 1875. Hereinafter cited as Anthony;-The 
Gadsden Times, July 6, 1875. --
4Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 7o 
5Dannelly was one of the fathers of the S outh Carolina 
Conference of the Methodist Ep i scopal Church. He was often 
called nwooden-legged Dannelly" by some of his colleagues. 
"James Dannelly, " Southern Christ ian Advocate, December 7, 
18660 
6 
Martha would tell him during his childhood 6 that the fact 
that he was born among the Irish accounted partially for 
his being so fond of Irish potatoes and s o full of good 
humor and sometimes " troublesome mischief • 11 7 
At the age of eight, J. D. Anthony attended school 
taught by an Irishman named Thomas Breckenridge. 8 He seemed 
to remember the tyrannical nature of his instructor more 
than the subject matter that the latter imparted, Brecken-
ridge believed that the only medium of communication of 
thought or fact to the juvenile mind was through the back 
by the application of a hickory switch or by a birch rod, 
varying from approximately five to seven feet in length. 
The memory of the s trict discipline administered by the 
Irishman in the old field school remained with James Anthony 
throughout life. 9 
6nuring his childhood, the boy ' s g randmother often 
kept him intensely interested by relating incidents of h er 
personal experiences during the Revolutionary War in South 
Carolina. She was born and reared in South Carolina, near 
where the Battle of Cowpens was fought. Since her father 
and brothers were in the army and s he was the oldest daughter, 
the farm work devolved upon her. The family owned no horse, 
but was fortunate in the possession of an ox which she used 
to plough the fields. She was at work on the farm during 
the Battle of Cowpens. The sound of the musketry filled 
her with a burning desire to be a participant in the struggle. 
When the cannons began to belch forth their thunders, the 
earth seemed to tremble beneath her feet. She knew at sight 
General Nathanael Greene and was personally acquainted with 
and very much admired the "swamp fox1~ ' ~ General Francis 
Mariono Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 8. 
?Ant hony, The Gadsden Times, July 6, 1875. 
BAnthony, Life and Sermons, p. 11. 
9Ibid., P• 120 
7 
Ere long the journey to the Cherokee territory be-
gan and it proved to be very exciting to the young lad. 
After crossing the Chattahooche River, the party came in 
contact with the Cherokee Indians. 10 According to J. D. 
Anthony, who was ten years of age at the time, these were 
the first of their race that he had seen. He described his 
first impression of the red man as f ollows: 
I was pleasantly impressed with 
the manly, well developed forms of the 
males. Their dress, too, was a striking 
feature. Every man and boy wore a calico 
blouse or shirt that reached a little be-
low the hip, and a cloth extended above 
and under the shirt and downward a few 
inches. Their legs were bare, their feet 
covered with soleless shoes of buckskin, 
tightly laced around and reaching above 
the ankle. 
Most of the bucks (men ) carried 
gu ns, The women did not appear to as 
go od advantage as did the men. All, 
young and old, wore blankets which al-
most hid them from viewo 
Both sexes, without exception, 
had black eyes and very black hair. They 
were generally cheerful, their faces wear-
ing a constant smile. They were not over-
talkativ e, and when they addressed us or 
talked among themselves we, of course, were 
totally i g norant of what they said., •• 11 
After passing a pleasant time with these friendly 
natives, the caravan, which numbered about forty, 12 moved 
lOHugh W. Cardon, '~Cardon 1 s History of Cherokee, " 
The Coosa River News, August 7, 1936 0 Hereinafter cited as 
Cardon, "History of Cherokee. tt See also Anthony, Life and 
Sermons, Po 14. 
11Anthony, Life and Sermons, pp . l~_-1,5. 
12J. D. Anthony, " Cherokee County, Alabama, Remi nis-
cences of Its Early Settlement, " Alabama Historical Quarterly, 




on through Ge orgia . The pioneers became exhausted after 
a full day ' s travel over the rough trails of the Georgia 
wilderness. One evening a camp -s ite was selected among 
the Allatoona hills about six miles south of the present 
town of Cartersville, Georgia. The camp-site chosen was 
on a rather lonely spot. Commenting on the location, J. D. 
Anthony ' s grandmother said to her son: "Whitfield, what 
do you reckon God made this awful u gly place for? 11 His re-
ply was: " To fill up a space and hold the world together. " 13 
The youth agreed with his g randmother that this was a rather 
lonesome, useless place in the wilderness o Twelve years 
later he passed through the same area enroute to his first 
assignment as a Methodist minister. There he found a 
railroad and depot with many buildings of business interesto 
From hi s experience in the wilderness, Anthony drew the 
following conclusions: 
Verily, God has a wise purpose in all 
that he does, and as truly man's brain fer-
tilized by the g ospel, is bringing the lii.gh down 
and elevating the low, making the crooked 
straight and utilizing the wast er places.14 
The weary party, " ••• having traveled very extensive -
ly over Georgia and Alabama , 1 spying out ' the future Canaan, 1115 
reached theiP destination about the first of December, 1835. 16 
13Anthony, Life and Sermons, p . 15. 
14rb id. , p. 16. 
1 5Anthony, " Reminiscence::} ; 11 9o 31·9. 
16cardon, 11 Revo J. D. Anthony," p, 316. 
9 
The group entered the Alabama part of the Cherokee Natio~ 
on the old Georgia-Alabama Road and stopped on what was 
then called S pring Creek1 7 to make camp for a few days. 
The motives for setting up camp were to replenish the food 
supply and to allow the men of the party to det ermine suit -
able places for locating their homes.18 
After exploring the surroundings, the majority of 
newcomers settled on the s outh side of the Coo s a River, 1 9 
three miles west of the mouth of Mud Creeko20 Others built 
homes at ~arious locations north of the river. The new 
settlement was bounded on the north and west by the Coosa 
River, on the south by Terrapin and Frog Creek, and on the 
east by the Georgia line •21 Viewing the new 1t1and of Canaan , !t 
J. D. Anthony described it as follows: 
17This stream is now called South Spring Creek to 
distinguish it from one of the same name in the northern 
portion of the county. Mr s . Frank R. Stewart, Cherokee 
County History, 1836 -1 956 ( 2 Vols.; Birmingham:• Birmingham 
Printing Company, 1958), I, 205. Hereinafter cited as 
Stewart, Cherokee History. 
18Anthony, The Gadsden Times, July 6, 1875. 
191~he greater portion of the early settlement was 
near the Coosa River which provided fertile land for culti-
vation and a source of food and water. Lowery W. Statler, 
Alabama Land Book (Montgomery: Department of Agriculture 
and Industrie"s;-1916 ) , p. 4_8. For the approximate location 
of the early settlement, see the map on the following page 
which was taken from Plat Book, Cherokee County, 1-22, Po 13. 
Hereinafter cited as Plat Book, Cherokee County. 
20Thomas M. Owen, History of Alabama and Dictionary 
of Alabama Biography (4 Vols.; Chicag o: S. J. Clarke Pub-
lishing Company, 1921 ) , I, 236. Hereinafter cited as Owen, 
History and Dictionary of Alabama. See also William J. Boles, 
1tThis Da~in Alabama HTstory, 1~ The Birmingham News , July 7, 
194 8. - --
21Anthony, 11:Reminiscence~·, 11 • 3200 
( / 
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[HERDKE E SETTLEMENT 
I 
lJL 
True Edenic zephyrs swept over a vast 
area of territory around, causing the earth 
to bring forth unnumbered flowers of Para-
discal beauty. The lowlands were covered with 
cane of wonderful heig ht yet over-shadowed by 
majestic trees of great variety. The higher 
lands were covered with every variety of berry 
and g ame of all kinds. The water courses abounded 
in a full supply of the best varieties of fish; 
while wild bees fill ed all the hollow trees--and 
cr e vices in the rocks with that delicious article 
which David said is so II sweet in the comb • 1t22 
Difficult times would later cause him to chang e his opinion 
about this 11·Garden of Eden. 11 
S ome of the members who played an important part in 
the settlement were Ambrose Vandiver, Thomas Miller, Hezekiah 
Day, John Lay, Absalom Reagan, George McWright, John and 
David Cothrun, and the Reverends John Holmes, Thomas Cozy 
and Sylvanus Mintono 23 Although scattered areas had been 
inhabited earlier by various individuals, the establishlnent 
was the largest in the early history of what now aonstitutes 
Cherokee Countyo24 
22Anthony, The Gadsden Times, July 6, 18750 
23Hugh Cardon, 1tHowell I s Cross Roads," a handwritten 
composite of the article is found in the Cherokee County 
File, Alabama Department of Archives and Historyo See also 
Owen, History and Dictionary of Alabama, I, 236. 
24J. F. Stroud, J. L. Andress, W. W. Strike aid B. H. 
Williams, Soil Survey of Cherokee County, Alabama {Washington: 
Unit ed States- Government Printing Office, 1928), p. 26. 
Hereinaft er cited as Stroud, Soil Survey . Mrs. Mary Busbin, 
in an interview with Hugh Cardon for publication in The Coosa 
River News , September 28, 1934, stated that she knew Whitfield 
Anthony, who was probably the first White settler . This is 
unlikely since many settlers entered the area earlier and 
lived peaceably among the Indi a ns, having purchased their 
lands from the red man and made many improvements. The Watts 
family Bible contains the date of birth of a daughter in 
lBOBo S tewart, Cherokee History, I, 43. See also Hugh Cardon, 
"Interesting Cherokee County History as told by Mrs. Mary 
Busbin,'~ The Coosa River News, September 28, 1934. Herein-
after cite"a"'as Cardon, 111 Interesting History o11 
12 
Upon arriving at the new location, Whitfield Anthony 
purchased a nclaim" from a man named John Martin in the 
uplands of the Coosa River adjoining the rich lowlands. 25 
The estate consisted of a cabin and a few acres of timber 
enclosed by a rail fence. The cabin was sixteen by eighteen 
feet in size covered with boards four feet high held by 
log s on top26 and floored with split chestnut logs. The 
kitchen was the most spacious room of the dwelling, being 
twelve by fourteen 'bwith as firm a floor as old mother earth 
could afford •••• 1t 27 Mart in had cultivated about five acres 
the year before and had also deadened 28 the trees of a 
similar amount of land. S ince he felt that the territory 
would soon be too thickly settled, Martin decided to sell 
hi s property and move away. His neighbors soon learned the 
real reason for selling the property~ he had left his wife 
in Tennessee and had taken possession of another man's wife. 
The consciousness of these facts probably had a bearing on 
his views of the increase in population in the territory. 2 9 
Martin left the community and was never heard from againo 
25The property was located in Section 27 of Township 
10, Range lO o Receipt Register, Lebanon Land Office, May L~, 
1842, p. 314 and Plat Book, Cherokee County, p. 130 
26The log s were commonly called 1~weight poles. n 
Anthony, 'lRemin:iseem es, t f p. 321 o 
27Anthony, The Gadsden Times, July 6, 1875. See also 
Anthony, tt;Rem:in:is cences, '' p. 321. 
28The term originated from the ancient process of 
removing the bark from trees about two feet high above the 
roots. This resulted in the death of the tree and made the 
land more suitable for cultivation. 
2 9Anthony, "Reminiscence~ / ' p . · 3210 
13 
Whitfield Anthony's property was located one mile 
south of the Coosa in what was then called the Lay or McCoy 
Bend , 30 and three mil e s west of the mouth of Mud Creeko31 
It was two mil e s from Cothrun 1 s Ferry,32 four miles from 
the present city of Cedar Bluff,33 and about one and one-
half miles from what i s now Howell's Cross Roads.34 
Ambrose Vandiver was the nearest neighbor of Whitfield 
Anthony o J. D. Anthony stated that the female element 
largely predominated and that as the years passed he reached 
the conclusion that they were very attractive--especially 
Bettie Vandiver.35 The family later moved across the river 
a nd b ecame one of the pioneer families of what is presently 
J OThe Lay and McCoy families came into the Cherokee 
country tog ether from Tennessee during the early 183O 1 s. 
The area where they settled is called the Lay or McCoy Bend . 
Stewart, Cherokee History, I, 180 
31cardon, '~History of Cherokee. 't 
32cothrun 1 s Ferry was established by John and David 
Cothrun, pioneer settlers of the county. David Cothrun 
owned a p proximately forty acres of land near the Coosa River. 
His land was recorded on July 1, 1845, in the Lebanon Land 
Office. For a description of David Cothrun 1 s property, see 
a copy of the Orig inal Land Grant on the following pageo 
33Dr. Thomas Owen held that when De Soto marched 
through the southeast ern United St a tes, he spent a few days 
at Costa, which he believed to be located at what is pre-
sently Cedar Bluff. Owen, History and Dictionary of Alabama, 
I, 236. A contrasting view 1.s held by Summersell,who states 
that Costa was probably located further north near what is 
now the Tennessee River. Charles Grayson Summersell, Alabama 
History for S chool (Birmingham: Colonial Press, 1957 ) , Po 37. 
Here1.nafter cited as Summersell, Alabama History. 
34Howell 1 s Cross Road s was named for Geor g e W. Howell 
who established the early settlemento He later represented 
the county in the Alabama Leg islature. Stewart, Cherokee 
History, I, 116-117. 
35A th '~R . -• , !! tt· · ' 3)2" n ony, em1.n:i::s:cenc el:j, JP • . ·. ,., • 
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Cedar Bluff. The next neighbor was Hezekiah Day, who later 
became the first Justice of the Peace for that area.36 
About one and one-fourth miles up the river lived John Lay,37 
his mother-in-law, Mary McCoy, and her two sons, William 
and John McCoy. Below the McCoys lived Absolem Reagan, a 
son-in-law of Mrs. McCoy o Approximately two and one-half 
miles northwest of the Anthony farm lived Colonel John 
Cothrun and Major Sam Martino38 
This settlement wa s facilitated by the signing of 
the Treaty of New Echota, December 29, 1835039 By this 
a greement the Cherokee Indians had ceded to the Government 
of the United States all of their lands east of the Mississippi 
River.4° These holding s were principally in the present 
36Ross A. Smith, The Alabama State Gazatteer and 
Business Directory, 1884-T8E5 (Charleston, s. C.: Lucas & 
Richa rd s on, Printers, 1885 ), p. 15. 
37John Lay was a pioneer in flatboat river trans-
portation. His son, Captain Patrick Lay, advanced the work 
of his father by building the first Coosa River steamerso 
He is credited with establishing the Alabama Power Companyo 
William J. Boles, ncherokee, County of Achievements, •t The 
Birmingham News, August 8, 1943. See also Stewart, Cherokee 
History, I, 18 , 970 
38Anthony, The Gadsden Times, July 6, 1875~ 
39Luther Tate, Hist ory of Pickens County (Atlanta: 
Walter W. Brown Publishing Company, 1935), p. Sl o Herein-
after cited as Tate, Pickens County. See also Ruth Brock, 
1tHon. Hugh W. Cardon Gue st S peaker at Centre Club Meeting,n 
The Coosa River News, July 9, 19480 Hereinafter cited as 
Brock, 11 Cardon Guest Speaker o 11 
4°Mr s . J. E . Hays, ed., Indian Tre at i es : Cessions 
of Land in Ge or g ia, 1705-1837. (Atlanta: wr. P .A. Project 
No.--m8, 1941), p. 478. Hereinafter cited as Hays, Indian 
Treaties. See also Marie Bankhead Owen, The S tory of Alabama: 
A History of the State (5 Vols.; New York=--Lewis HTst orical 
PublishingCo-.-,-Inc., 1949), I, 3850 Hereinafter cited as 
Owen, Story of Alabama. 
Instructional Materials Center 
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... . .__ .. ---· ' •· - ·-i 
16 
states of Georg ia, Tennessee, North Carolina and Alabama. L1.l 
Threats were used to secure a large attendence. Only about 
three hundred men, women, and children were present when the 
treaty was written. , : However, .• the . sma.11 '. .. a.ttendance · as ;~ well as the 
absence of John Ross~2 ~· d id not dete~ the work of the agree-
mento43 John Ridge, Major Ridge and Ei.fas Boudinot were 
the representatives of the Cherokees and Governor William 
Carroll of Tennessee and J. F. Schermerhorn' served as agents 
of the United States Government _L~4 • 
The treaty was sig ned by a committee of twenty on 
December 29, 1835, at the house of Elias Boudinoto45 The 
major provisions of the treaty are as follows: 
41Tate, Pickens County, p. 52. For an outline of 
the Cherokee locations and land cessions in Alabama, see the 
map on the following pag e which was taken from Summersell, 
Alabama History, p. 1620 
4 2 John Ross was in Washing ton at the time represent-
ing :; the Cherokee claims before the Supreme Court. He has 
been regarded by many as the greatest of his race. Ross 
was principally resp onsible for the establishment of a re-
publican form of g overnment among his people. He was born 
October 3, 1 7 90, at Tahoovayah ( 11Logs in the Watern ) , on the 
Coosa River in what is presently Cherokee County. He suc-
ceeded Path Killer as Chief of the Cherokee Nation. Cardon, 
'tHistory of Cherokee. i t 
43only about seventy-nine of the Cherokees who 
helped draw up the treaty were qualified voters. The rep-
resentatives of the United States Government announced that 
all those who failed to appear would be counted as voting 
in the affirmative. Mrs. J. D. Hays, ed., Cherokee Indian 
Letters, Talks and Treaties (Atlanta: W. P.A. Project No. 
'1+"341, 1939 ) , IIY--:--629. Hereinafter cited as Hays, Letters, 
Talks and Treaties. See also Marion L. Starkey, The Cherokee 
Nation---rw'ew York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1946 ) , Po 266_o_Herein-
after cited as Starkey, Cherokee Nati on o 
44Hays, Indian Treaties, p. 4780 


























A. n d 
LAND CESSIOHS 
ACCORD-,N~ T'O ,a.,,, IIN.,UAL RtPORT' OF ,,,,. -uu tJlt a 'TNNOI.OGf 
Indian Land Cessions 
1 8 
The Cherokee Nation hereby cede, 
relinquish and convey to the United States 
all the lands owned, claimed or posses s ed 
by them east of the Mississippi river fJic] 
and hereby release all their claims upon 
the United States for apoliations of every 
kind, for and in consideration f?i' the sum 
of five millions of dcl lars •••• 46 
In spite of the vigorous opposition against rati-
fication, the treaty passed the United States Senate by 
only one vote on May 18, 1836.47 It was s igned by President 
Jackson on May 23, 1836.48 
The area in which the settlement was located was 
included in Cherokee County, created by an act of the legis -
lature and lying within the former Cherokee holdingso49 
The first officials, appointed by the governor in 1836, 






James L. Mccarroll 
Tapley W. Naules 
Robert Bell 
Henry L. Smith 
Johns. Wilson 
John Paty 
Judge of County Court 
Justice of the Peace 
Justice of the Peace 
Constable 
Justice of the Peace 
Justice of the Peace 
Constable 
Sheriff 
Clerk of Circuit Court 
Clerk of County Court 5 
Tax Assessor and Collector 0 
4 6Hays, Indian Treaties, pp. 478-479. 
47James D. Richardson, Messages and Papers of the 
Presidents, 1789-1897 (10 Vols.; Washington: United States 
Government Printing Office, 1896), III, 225. 
4 8Hays, Letters, Talks and Treaties, III, 6300 
4 9Acts, 1836, No. 178, January 9, 1836. For a short 
time after the Cherokee cession these lands were attached 
to s t. Clair County for admini s trative purposes. It lo s t 
much of its western section by the creation of Etowah, then 
Blain County, December 7 , 1866. Marie Bankhead Owen, Story 
of Alabama, I, 385 and Ezekiel VanPelt, 11 Cherokee- - Past and 
Present," The Coosa River News, August 10, 19340 
5°civil Register, Cherok ee County, Alabama, p. lOo 
Copy found in the Alabama Department of Archives and History. 
,I 
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George Clifton served as tbe first r epresentative of the 
county in the Alabama Legislaturee51 The first courthouse 
was built of logs and located at the residence of Singleton 
Hugbes?2 on Cowan 1 s Creeko In December, 1836, the seat of 
~overnment was moved to Jefferson, presently known as Cedar 
Bluff • .53 
The first court session was held in Cherokee County 
in 1836 involving a peculiar law called the 11 Slick Law 0 11 54 
Upon arriving in the Cherokee country, Whitfield Anthony 
and the other settlers found tbe law in full operationo 
The law was enacted by an orga nized company of men scattered 
f r om the Tennessee River on the north to the line of the 
Cherokee Nation on the South, and reaching eastward far into 
the state of Georgia 9 55 Ma ny good men j oined the band for 
the purpose of protecting their famil ies and property; 
however, others participated to seize property and to excite 
51Robert Mann, 11 Cberokee County, Alabama. 11 Copy found 
without date in the Board of Reven ue Office, Cherokee County 
Courthouse, Centre, Alabama. (Typewritten. ) 
52singleton Hughes served as postmaster at Spring 
Creek in 1835. A search of the Acts of Alabama, 1~36, . revealed 
the name of Singleton Hughes and a precinct establ shed at his 
house on December 25 , 1837. Acts, 1837, No. 91, December 2_5, 






53Acts, 1836, ro. _ili, December 23, 1836. See also 
Shropshire;-irunwritten Courthouse History," The Coosa 
News , September 9, 19380 --
54cardon, "History of Cherokee," 
55J. D. Anthony, 11 Cherokee County, Alabama," Remints ... 
of Its Early Settlement, 11 The Gadsden Times, October 4, 
Hereinafter cited as Anthony, The Gadsden Times, October 4, 
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the people throughout the reg ion. The leader of this b a nd 
of ruffians lived alone in a small cabin on the south b a nk 
of the Coosa River about one mile below the mouth of Mud 
Creek and was called 1tcaptain Whips 11' 056 He rod e a fine 
black horse and always carried a medium sized whip when 
riding , which served as the insignia of the position he 
held as •tcaptain of a company of Slicks • 1t 57 
In the early part of 1836, this company of ruffians 
attacked an elderly man named Moody Hendricks and his son 
Joab.58 The men were taken into Georg ia and given about 
two hundred lashes on their naked backs o The beating was 
administered near the residence of a George Dempsey. A 
few years later, while sitting quietly in his house, Dempsey 
received the 11 contents of a double barrel shot -gun.n.59 
He remained crippled throughout his life. Whether Dempsey 
or someone else administered the whipping was never known. 
The shooting resulted primarily from the •ts lick Law" and 
the brutal treatment of the Hendricks.60 Captain Whips 
left the state and was never heard from again. 
The members of the "slicks 11 were det ermined that 
the Hendricks should not appear in circuit court, to be 
5 6Anthony, nRem:in,is:cences,'t p. 3330 
5 7Anthony, The Gadsden Times, October L~, 1875. 
5Sibid. 
59Anthony, 1tReminiscences, 11 Po 334. 
60rbid. 
held at the log grocery store of Singleton Hughes being 
used as the courthouse.61 Those who beli eved in law and 
ord er believed that Joab Hendricks should face his enemies 
in open court. The '~Slicks '~ swore ve ngeance upon Hendricks 
and his friends who were determined to protect his legal 
rightso 62 Whitfield Anthony and the better class of citi-
zens pledged to defend Hendricks and see that he had a fair 
trialo On the day set for the trial, a company of siKty 
or seventy armed men appeared at the courthouse. Joab 
Hendricks was in the group o6 3 They turned Hendricks over 
to the authorities and formed a line around the house--
shoulder-to-shoulder. The ruffians soon fled and sought 
refuge in a more savage climate. Thus, the 11 slick law" 
came to an end and law and order wene, restored~ 64 
Although the land had been purchased from the 
Cherokees, approximately one thousand five hundred Creek 
Indians established themselves near Spring Creek in the early 
part of 1836, five or six miles from the pioneer homes. 65 
This location was only about three miles from Whitfield 
Anthony ' s estate. The Creeks were then engaged in war with 
the United States, and they gave as their reason for their 
migration a desire to be away from the seat of war. Although 
in the beginning they wished to be on friendly terms with 
61cardon, n- History of Cherokee • 11 
62Anthony, 1•Reminis:eence s, 11 p. 334 e 
63 · 
Ibid., p. 335. 
64Anthony, The Gadsden Times, October 4, 1875. 
6 5Anthony, Life and Sermons , p. 16. 
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the whites, in a short time they 111put on the war paint and 
enga g ed in ·the war dance. 1t_66 This indicated they were pre -
paring to exterminate the people in the i r location. 
The attitude of the Creeks necessitated a defensive 
attitude on the part of the l e e.al residents o Each cabin 
door was strengthened by cross-bars so that it could not 
be easily broken.67 The fli nt-and-steel-lock rifles were 
kept loaded, and flint was kept trimmed, with powder nearby. 
The axes were brought into the house each ni g hto Thus, 
every family was g iven the responsibility of defending the 
property and lives of its household.68 
The e a~ly inhabitants lived in constant fear of 
being attacked by the red mano The fields could not be 
tilled for fear of being killed. A gun fired after sundown 
was a warning to all wh o h e ard it. Rattlesnakes and other 
deadly serpents, as well as mosquitos, were fearfully annoy-
ing .69 J. D. Anthony described the r constant dread of an 
Indian attack as follows: 
For months we were in constant dread; 
the bark of a dog , th e hooting of an owl, 
and the night s ong of the whippoorwill were 
alike suf ficient to awake us from our sleep. 
We knew that the wily Indian cou ld success-
fully imitate the voic e s o f the s e or any 
66Anthony, Life and S e rmons, p, 17. 
67J. D. Anthony, 11 Cherokee County, Alabama, Remin ts-
p e o. c.e s of It s Early Settlement, " The Gadsden Times, 
Nov emb er 1, 1875. Hereinafter citedas Anthony, The Gadsden 
Times, November 1, 1875. --




other animal or fowl, and often by this 
means deceived his victims. Our sleep wa s 
robbed of its refreshing powers. Our dreams 
were of the bullet, tomahawk and scalping-
knife. 70 
Messengers were sent in all directions for a distance 
of about fifty miles in order to take more drastic measures 
a g ainst the hostile Creeks,71 Whitfield Anthony was appointed 
commander of the Army of Mud Creek,72 and agreed to meet 
with the Indian chieftain, Polecat, in a llpow -wow, 11 73 A 
body of approximately two hundred men arrived and surrounded 
the village. At the conference the Indians agreed that they 
would not attack the whites, and in ~inety days, or if 
possible in ten moons,74 should be ready to surrender to 
the United States Government and go west, To conclude the 
conference, Anthony took the '~ calumet 11; with Chief Polecat 
and smoked together the pipe of peaceo75 Thus, ended the 
threat by the warring Creekso 
Times were quite difficult for the pioneers during 
the first few yearso Only a small amount of land had been 
cleared and was cultivatable. Homes, schools and churches 
had to be constructed, The basic occupation of the party 
was a griculture, the river terraces and valleys being cleared 
70Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 17. 
71Anthony, The Gadsden Times, November 1, 1875. 
72Anthony, "Remi niscences, 11 p. 336. 
73Anthony, Life and Sermons, p, 19. 
?L~The Indian term nmoonn was commonly used to desig -
nate what is known as an approximate month on the Gregorian 
Calendaro 
75Anthony, Life and Sermons, p, 190 
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first and put under cultivation.76 The farm products of 
the early settlers were principally corn, wheat, rye and 
vegetableso Those who could not produce s uitable crops 
sold cattle, hogs and sheep.77 The majority of these 
grazed on the open rangeo There were but few who supplied 
their families with more than half the amount of rations 
for the year. 
One of great problems for the women was caused by 
the lack of pork for seasoning vegetables. Butter and beef 
tallow were often used as substitutes.78 One woman of the 
early settlement brought a l a rge amount of beef tallow 
from South Carolina, which proved a suitable substitute, 
provided it was used while warm. The difficulty of this 
mode of cooking was that the grease would accumulate in 
the roof of one's mouth.79 The tallow was also used when 
a person was sick to reduce a fever. In arguing for the 
medicinal u s e of the product, the woman r emarked: 
What on airth r sicJ is so1ood for a 
cold or a fever as 'taller (Jic grease? If 
you'll grease a person all over when they've 
got a burnin' C:sicl fever, it'll cool the fever 
in less nor no ti~. Don't the s cripture say 
if anybody's g ot a fever to grease 'em r sicl 
and they shall git (si{J well, and don•~ 
every mother grease her baby all over with 
hot taller rsicl when it's got a cold, and 
what is go o'a-rcrf. the outside, don
8
1 t it stand 
to reason is g ood for the insidef O 
76cardon, nHistory of Cherok e e • 11 
77stroud, Soil S urvey, p. 27. 
?Beardon, 11 History of Cherokee.'~ 
79Anthony, The Gadsden Times, October 4, 1875. 
8OAnthony, nRemi niscence s, 11 pp. 331-332a 
r 
·' I 
This argument was heartily endorsed by the majority of the 
early settlers. 
Much of the bread corn was hauled from the older 
settlements on the river. This usually involved a week's 
time. Due to the lack of mills, the pioneers were forced 
to carry their corn to Ge org ia to be ground into meal for 
bread.81 In order to save time, Whitfield Anthony decided 
to establish a mill of his own. He called his mill the 
1tArmstrong Plan. 't The so-called mill was made by cutting 
a larg e pine log about three and a half feet in length, 
then chipping out one end in a concave shapeo A fire was 
then built in the wood and allowed to burn for several 
hours.82 J. D. Anthony became the miller. His major ob-
jection to the task was the pounding of the corn in the 
mortar. After standing for hours beating the shelled corn 
with a pestle, the product was not corn meal, but still 
corn. He stated that in grinding corn in this manner one 
should "possess his soul in patience. 1183 On expressing 
hi s objections to his father, he was informed that, as 
soon as the roasting ears began to harden, he would con-
struct a new mill. In due time 2.ct in grater attached to 
a board was made of the old milk pan. A short while later 
the young miller discovered that it was impossible to run 
the mill and retain the nails on his fingers. BL~ He later 
81owen, History and Dictionary of Alabama, I, 236. 
82cardon, '~History of Cherokee. a 




remarked that he had no use for a mill that was not run 
by either steam or water, and that he felt sorry for a 
person with the name Armstrong. He seemed to associate the 
name with the mortar and grinder of pioneer days.85 
Whitfield Anthony was quite active in the new settle-
ment. He served as the local physician for the communityo 
Since he had some knowledge of the science of medicine, he 
was quite popular in this capacityo He had brought a large 
stock of medicine with him from South Carolina for family 
. -
use o He charged nothing for his services and: furnished the 
medicine without charge, which added to his popularityo86 
Reverend Anthony was kept busy during the week working on 
the farm, attending to the ill, and preaching on Sunday. 





85Anthony, '~Reminis ~ences," p. 333. 
86J. Do Anthony, "Cherokee County, Alabama, Reminis-
of Its Early Settlement, " The Gadsden Times, August 7, 




PIONEER EXPERIENCES AMONG THE CHEROKEES 
The lack of observance of the Sabbath was a problem 
on the frontier. Many who professed Christianity before 
moving south appeared to have left it in the old settle-
ments.1 Hunting was quite common on Sunday and gunfire 
could be heard throughout the day. To see a dozen deer 
brought back to the community on Sunday was no unusual 
occurance. 2 
In the early part of 1836, the Reverend Whitfield 
Anthony, 1~ ••• being in the habit of preaching to congregations 
every Sabbath, and regarding the violation of the Lord's 
day a sin of no ordinary magnitude, determined to erect an 
humble log house and dedicate it to the worship of Almighty 
Goa. 1d The majority of the men of the neighborhood assisted 
in the enterprise. The log hut, which they called 1~the 
church, nL~ was eighteen feet square .5 It was built of split-
chestnut logs with a pulpit of the same material and a dirt 
1 Anthony, 11Reminis cences, it p. 323. 
2Anthony, The Gadsden Times, August 7, 18750 
3Ibid. 
4Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 28. 
5cardon, 11 History of Cherokee • 1t Se e also Anthony, 
The Gadsden Times, August 7, 1875. 
I ) 
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floor. 6 Later as the settlement developed, a "puncheon 
floor '~ 7 was added. The building rose in the " forest prim-
evaln near the Coosa River approximately one mile from 
Cothrun 1 s Ferry~ Whitfield Anthony preached monthly in 
this church, named Ebene_zer, and was one of the early houses 
of worship in Cherokee County.9 No record remains of the 
dedication of this simple religious structure, but it is 
easy to picture the pioneers, many clad in home-spun cloth-
ing, winding their way along a shady path, riding down a 
dusty road, or rowing acro ss the river to attend the meeting. 
This church continues to exist today and belongs to the 
Gadsden District of the North Alabama Conference of the 
6Anthony, "Remi nis cence:;i'~'t p. _ 32]. 
7A " puncheon floor " was made fr om wood taken from a 
cask, or barrel-shaped structure which was split to provide 
a flattened structure for flooring. 
8Anthony, The Gad sden Times, August 7, 1875. 
91n an interview with Mr. Robert Mallett on August 
30, 1966, the writer was informed that the church has been 
moved three times. The chur ch is presently located at 
Alexis. Mrs. Lillie Arnold, in an interview on August 30, 
1966, stated that she attended school in the second church 
and that she remembered 1t1earning her ABC I s there. '~ She 
was baptized in infancy in the church and became a member 
at the age of sixteen. According to Mrs. Arnold, it was 
located near the present Barnard Cemetery, about two miles 
from Alexis. The church was later moved to a grove behind 
the present site. In 1927 it was replaced by the present 
house of worship. The land was deeded to the church by 
Jake Pennington. Interview with Mr. Edgar Willamon, Novem-
ber 4, 1967. A thoroug h search by the writer in the Cherokee 
County Courthouse, Alabama Department of Archives and His-
tory, and interviews with various members of the church 
failed to reveal any original information on the history 
of the church. 
29 
Methodist Church.lo Although the structure was erected by 
Methodists, preachers of all denominations used this ''Cathedral 
of the Forests. 11 11 
lOJournal of the North Alabama Conference of the Methodist 
Church (Nashville:The Methodist Publishing House,19'o"5T, p. 300. 
Hugh Cardon states that Ebenezer was probably the first Methodist 
Church in Cherokee County~ Ezekiel VanPelt holds the opinion 
that the first church organization was at Pleasant Vale Camp-
ground by, the Presbyterians. After a thorough search of the 
records, it appears that Cedar Hill Methodist Church at Leesburg 
was the first real church and the mother of Methodism in Chero-
kee County. "What a Consecrated Prayer Accomplished," Cherokee 
County Herald, March 27, 1957. According to legend, this church 
was built because of the prayer of a Negro slave. A seven member 
band of white settlers from the Carolinas stopped to make camp 
one night on a green hillside overlooking the Coosa River. Their 
leader, Robert Hampton, got permission from the Cherokee Indians 
to build several log cabins on the beautiful hillside. One 
evening while holding a religious service in the camp, Robert 
Hampton called on his slave, Mose Hampton, to pray. Mose knelt 
humbly and prayed that a church be built on the campsite. Short-
ly thereafter the campers hewed .:! some logs and with pegs for 
nails, built a log church on the campsite overlooking the valley 
where Mose had knelt and prayed. Dixie Miller, "Prayer of Negro 
Slave Helped Construct Church," The Gadsden Times, January 4, 
1957. In an interview on September 3, 1966, Mr. Richard Sewell 
of Leesburg informed the writer that the church probably was 
constructed about 1830. The land for the church was purchased 
from the Cherokee Indians and later deeded to the church by 
Robert Hampton. Deed of Conveyance, Book!, Cherokee County, 
Alabama, April 29~84, p. 561. One night during a revival 
service, Mose Hampton was called on to give his personal testi-
mony. The slave, dressed in "possum trousers," came down from 
the slave quarters and is said to have spoken in such an influ-
encing manner that over fifty new settlers joined the church 
that night. Mose Hampton remained an honO'Jt"ed / ll'.! harter member 
of the church until his death. Dixie Miller, 0 Easter Sunday 
130 Years Later at Church on a Hill," The Gadsden Times, March 
1959. Mose later bought his freedom from the Hampton family 
with money he earned through the sale of cotton gins. He built 
a Methodist church and preached to both Negroes and whites. 
This humble servant of God and man is credited with laying out 
with surveyor's instruments the streets of Centre, Alabama, the 
present seat of the county. "Mose Hampton, 11 The Coosa River News, 
August 21, 1936; "Mose Hampton," The Coosa River News, November 13, 
1931 and ~he Coosa River News, February 26, 1932. 
11cardon, "History of Cherokee." 
30: 
The Reverend John Foust was the fir s t minister sent 
to Cherokee County by the Alabama Conference. 12 J. D. Anthony, 
who was a small boy when he met Reverend Foust, stated that 
he had the appearance of a Methodist itinerant. Upon seeing 
the man, he told his mother tha t '1a circuit preacher was 
coming.'"1 3 Foust was a man dedicated to God's work and won 
many converts among both the Cherokees and white settlers. 14 
He, along with Whitfield Anthony and the Reverend Newton 
Randall, organized churches at South Spring Creek, at Mud 
Creek, and one near Gaylesville.15 The first camp - meeting 
12Hugh Cardon, "Gaylesville," a handwritten article 
fo und without date in the Cherokee County File, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History. Hereinafter cited as 
Cardon, "'Gaylesville. 11 The Alabama Conference of the Metho -
dist Episcopal Church was organized at Tuscaloosa on December 
12, 18320 The meeting was presided over by Bishop James Oo 
Andrewo At its first session the following business was 
conducted: six preachers were received on trial, ten con-
tinued on trial, five admitted into full connection, five 
ordained deacons, three ordained elders, and two placed on 
the superannuated roll. Forty-nine preachers were assig ned 
to labor among eig ht thousand one hundred and ninety-six 
whites and seven hundred and seventy colored members. 
Minutes of the Alabama Conference, December 12, 1832, p. 45. 
(HandwritteriT:" 
1 3Anthony, '~Remin.isc ences, '~ p. 323 o 
14Ibid., p. 324. Reverend Foust later continued his 
ministry on the W)ill Is Valley Circuit fl6r 1837 and 1838. 
The name of the circuit was change d to Lebanon in 1846. 
Anson West, A History of Methodism in Alabama (Nashville: 
Publishing House, Methodist Episcopal Church, ~outh, 1893 ) , 
p. 517. Hereinaft er cited as West, History of Methodism. 
l5Gaylesville is a small villag e in Cherokee County, 
approximately eight miles north of Cedar Bluff. Cardon, 
"'Gaylesville." See also William J. Boles, "This Date in 
Alabama History, " The Birming ham News, October 11, 19410 




in the area was held in 1837 at Sulphur Spring s about one 
and one - half miles above Gaylesville, and the location 
became known as Randall's Camp Ground .16 George Birdwell, 
Elizah Paty, John Clinton, and their families were the first 
to settle there.17 
By 1840 Methodism was firmly established in the 
county. This denomination was represented on the north 
side of the Coo s a River by the Reverends Randall and Booker, 
and on the south side by ·whitfield Anthonyol8 Between 1836 
and 1840, a large number of its members were licensed to 
preacho Among the s e were: John Paty, William Fleming, 
Jere Jack, Haman Bailey, John Kuykend all, Joel Weems, Charles 
Reeves, Robert Mountain, and William Spann. 1 9 
W1tb the exception of a few hostile Creeks who had 
crept into the nation, the white settlers of Northeast 
Alabama maintained friendly relations with the red man . 20 This 
16ncherokee in the ·1ong Ago Recalled, '~ The Coosa 
River News, April 29, 1886. Hereinafter cited asnCherokee 
Long Ago,'k The Coosa River News. 
17Anthony, The Gadsden Time s, August 7, 1875. 
18Anthony, "Remini scence ~~ " '· ·p . _:, 32J o 
l 9rbid. 
20Thomas M. Owen, ed., Transactions of the Alabama 
_Historical Socie~Jf' 1899-1903 (Montgomery: Alabama Histori -
cal Society, 1904, p. 209. Hereinafter cited as Owen, 
Transactionso See also Boles, nDate in Historyon 
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group has been credited with being one of th e more advanced 
of the early tribes that inhabited North America. 21 
They were the first of their race to establish a 
democratic form of g overnment. 22 As early as 1807, the Chero -
kees had written laws. At a council held at Broomtown Valley23 
in 1807, a Light Horse Guard, or system of mounted police 
was established. In 1820 they met in council and a greed 
that instead of the nation being a kingdom, a republican 
form of g overnment should be established. 24 The territory 
wa s divided into eight well - defined districts similar to 
counti es . Each district elected representatives to the 
council, which in turn, chose a chier. 2 5 
The Cherokees were noted for their g enerosity in 
permitting travelers to use their roads. 26 One of the 
principal routes through their nation extended from Creek 
Path to Buzzard Roost.27 This road crossed the Coosa River 
21Hugh Cardon, '~ Cherokee County Centennial, 1~ The 
Coosa River News, August 7, 1936. Hereinafter cited asCardon, 
''Cherokee Centennial. "; S ee Also Brock, '~Cardon Guest Speaker.rn 
2 2Henry Thomas Malone, Cherokees of the Old South 
(Athens: University of Georg ia Press, 19551",P. 113. Herein-
aft er cited as Malone, Cherokees of Old South. 
2 3Broomtown Valley is b elieved to have been located 
in the northeast ern part of what is presently Cherokee County. 
Cardon, "Hi s tory of Cherokee. 11 
24cardon, "Cherokee Centennial. 11 
25cardon, "History of Cherokee." 
26Brock, rtcardon Guest Speaker. n 
27creek Path is beli eved to have been situated at 
the present location of Guntersville. Buzzard Roost was 
at what is pr e sently Atlanta. Cardon, "Cherokee Centennial.'~ 
J 
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at what was formally Garrett 's Ferry and extended along 
Hokes Bluff Road to the Kirk home, approximately one mile 
s outheast of Centre.28 
A small number of the Cherokees had farms similar 
to those of the whites. Some owned suitable farming equip-
ment, horses, cattle, and hogs. A large number of the natives 
were of mixed white and Indian blood. 2 9 
Many aborigines adopted the names of white settlers. 
Although some kept their tribal name, a number chose names 
of objects in their local surrounding s. In July, 1835, a 
fiesta was held at Running Water, near the present site of 
Rome, Georgia.3 0 From the record of those attending the 
festivities representing the Second District, one can learn 
the names o f some of their race in early Cherokee County. 
A partial list included: 
























28Brock, 11 Cardon Guest Speaker. 11 
29Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 20. 
Jim Bearskin 
J • . pencer 
Fox Frying 









JOGeorge M. Battey, Jr., History of Rome and Fl oyd 
County (Atlanta: The Webb and Vary Company, 1922)~. 60. 














The education of the Cherokees was made possible, in 
large measure, by the efforts of Sequoiah, a half-breed whose 
Eng lish name was George Guess.32 He invented an alphabet 
which aided the members of his race in learning to read and 
write. Guess performed this task while living at Wills 
Town, located near Fort Payne, in DeKalb County. Because 
of the written language, the task of the missionaries in 
Christianizing the Indians was easier, and by the time they 
went west practically all of the group had been converted 
to the Christian Faith.33 
Missionaries labored many years to convert and educate 
the Cherokees prior to the coming of the first settlers. 
Mission schools were established as early as 1816. That 
year the tribal leaders, meeting in the Great Counci134 at 
31s tewart, Cherok e e History, I, 203. See also Battey, 
History of Rome, p. 60. 
3 2George Guess was called "The Cadmus of His Race • 1~ 
Cardon, 1rHistory of Cherokee • 1~ 
33Brock, ,.Cardon , Guest Speaker. 'l 
34~he . Great Council was made up of representatives 
of the Cherokees, Creeks and Chickasaws to settle boundary 
disputes and ratify a peace treaty. The agent of the United 
States Government at the meet ing was General Andrew Jackson, 
who with the assistance of the Cherokees, had recently defeated 
the Creeks and made pos s ible the opening and settlement of 
South Alabama. Indian •rreaties Between the United Stat es 
and Indian Tribes, United States Statues at Larg e (Boston: 




Turkey Town,35 granted permission for missionaries of the 
Moravian Church ( Society of United Brethren) to establish 
schools and churches throughout the territory.36 In 1816 
they also admitted Methodist, Baptist, Congreg ational and 
Presbyterian representat_ives of the American Board of Foreign 
Mis s ion.37 
The Cherokee Indians• knowledge of the white man 1 s 
ways continued to develop from 1816 through the 1830 1 s 
largely due to the work of mission schools.38 By the end 
of 1830, one thousand twenty-eight Cherokees were claimed 
as members of the Methodist faith.39 
35Turkey Town was named for the noted chief, The 
Turkey, and was located on the west side of the Coosa River 
near the mouth of Terrapin Creek about one mile from the 
present city of Centre. The town was established shortly 
before 1770, and was one of the more important Cherokee 
establishments. Owen, Transactions, p. 206 and '~Turkey 
Town,'~ Fayette County Times, April 4, 1948. 
36cardon., '~History of Cherokee. in 
37starkey, The Cherokee Nation, p. 30. 
38 John O. Choules and Thomas Smith, The Orig in and 
History of Missions (Boston: Gould, Kendall-;-1:incoln, --
Crocker and Brewster., 1837), p. 348. Hereinafter cited as 
Choules, History of Missions. See also James Edmons, Early 
Settlers of Alabama (New Orleans: L. Graham and Son, 1899), 
P. 37. 
39some converts to Christianity became ministers to 
their race. One such person was Turtle Fields, a veteran of 
the Creek War who was converted in December, 1826, and was 
appointed a regular itinerant minister in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. He was the first Cherokee being assig ned 
to such a position. Malone, Cherokees of Old South, p. 112. 
Another convert was John Arch, a nativewho lived in the 
mountains of South Carolina . He was taught to read and write 
in a Moravian mission school and later became an outstanding 
minist e r to his people. He won many converts among the natives 
in the S econd District, principally in the vacinity of Turkey 
Towno '~John Arch,"' The Coosa River News, July 24, 1936. See 
also Choule s , Historyof Missions, p.349. 
36 
The method used by this denomination was aimed at 
personal evangelizing and was more direct than that of the 
other faiths.40 Much was accomplished in camp- meetings, where 
the Indians sang, preached and prayed in their native tongue. 
The red man believed that it was wrong to worship God in an 
unknown tongue.41 The typical attitude of the natives toward 
their religion can be seen in the following account: 
The Cherokees have no established religion 
of their own .... They cannot be called idola-
tors; for they never worshipped images. They 
believed in a Supreme Being, the Creator of 
all, the God of the white, the red and the 
black man. They also believed in the exis-
tence of an evil spirit, who resided ... in the 
setting sun.... Their prayers were addressed 
alone to the Supreme Being, and if written, 
would fill a large volume, and display much 
sincerity, beauty and sublinity. When the 
ancient customs of the Cherokees were in their 
full force, no warrior thought himself secure, 
unless, before the rising sun, he had asked the 
assistance of his God, and on his return at eve, 
he had offered his sacrifice to him.42 
J. D. Anthony attended several camp-meetings in which 
the natives were present. He attended Spann's Camp Ground 
where the Indians received the Divine Word through an inter-
pretor.43 In two camp- meetings, the Indians out - numbered 
40Malone, Cherokees of Old South, p. 113. 
41Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 20. 
42 choules, History of Missions, p. 354. 
43 "Cherokee Long Ago, 11 The Coos a Riv er News, April 
29, 1886. 
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the whites by almost two to one. Negro slaves were also pre -
sent at the relig ious gatherings .44 They sat in a s e ction 
of the church called " slave quarters. 11 4-5 The participation 
of the Negroes and Indians in the services has been described 
in the following manner: 
My father attended the camp-meeting s where 
my grandfather pr eached to the Indians and he 
always held that the Indians could out-sing 
the Negroes as far as the Negroes can out-
sing the white folks. But you must remember 
that he was a boy when he heard them, and 
that all his life he could scarcely carry 
a tune san~giched between sheets of sticky 
fly paper.4 
While the natives used their own language for worship, 
everyone noticed that once a Cherokee was converted and bap-
tized by the Holy Ghost, he would always shout ''Glory t Glory t'~4 7 
The shouter had to be instructed through an interpretor and 
probably could not ask for water in English, yet "Glory" 
would be his first explanation.48 ti• Then would f ollow--Glory 1 
Glory! Yehovah !'t--so as to say in English, "Glory! Glory to 
4-4The two thousand Indians living in this vacinity 
in 1835 had two hundred Negro slaves. James Free, '~ Early 
Cherokee County,a The Coosa River News, April 10, 1936. 
See also James Free;-1tCherokee I s Past in History Cited, 1~ 
The Birmingham News, April 6, 1936. 
45Bascom Anthony, Fif)y Years in the Ministry (Macon: 
The J. W. Burke Company, 1937 , p. 13 . Hereinafter cited as 
Bascom Anthony, Fifty Years in the Ministry 0 
46Ibid., p. 16. 
4 7 Anthony, 1tRemind.s cence ~ '; 11 ·.,p. 3 3~4-. 
L~BAnthony, Life and ' ermons, p. 21. 
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Jehovah!49 He later concluded that the word must be of hea -
venly origin, 11 ••• designed to be uttered in its true sense only 
by souls washed in the blood of the Lamb on earth and glori -
fied beings who surround the throne on high. 11 50 
That Christian missionaries had labored among the 
Cherokees before the first white settlers arrived was evident 
because of the presence of the Reverend Thomas J. Meigs.51 
He was a Cherokee Methodist minister who won many converts 
among his people about the time the white settlers established 
themselves in the territory. 52 As a youngster, J. D. Anthony 
remembered Meigs, who often spent days at his father's house. 
Being a minister . of the gospel, he was devoutly pious. He 
spoke English quite clearly for an Indian, but would not 
preach, pray, sing or even ask a blessing in English.53 
Whitfield Anthony inquired of him why he did not use their 
language when praying for the whites. His reply was: "De 
'Postle Paul say, no breach, no bray in onknown languages; 
dat's it why I no do it. 11 54 
49 J. D. Anthony, "Cherokee County, Alabama, Reminfus,-
cences of Its Early Settlement," The Gadsden Times, Sept ember 
5, 1875. Hereinafter cited as Anthony, The Gadsden Times, 
Sept ember 5, 1875. 
50Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 24. 
51William J. Boles, "This Date in Alabama History," 
The Birmingham News, December 8, 1941. 
52Anthony, The Gadsden .Times, September 5, 1875. 
53 Cardon, "History of Cherokee. 11 
54Ibid. 
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Meigs always carried with him a Walker's Dictionary which 
had been given him by Whitfield Anthony. Anxious to get 
Meigs' opinion, Anthony asked him to describe in his own 
words what was called "Indian mounds." Meigs' reply was: 
Cherokee no make'em. Dabe here when Cherokee 
first come here, Meigs be a boy den. Da was 
anoder Ingian here fore Cherokee ••.. Dabe 
much, and da be mighty bigger dan Cherokee. 
Dabe blacker ...• Cherokee and Black Ingian 
fight •••• De Cherokee warriors, do be gone 
tb fight de Black Ingians, and do leave Meigs 
and de boys wid squaws ...• Black Ingians da 
come to kill squaws. Meigs and boys and 
squaws da all fight Black Ingians. Black 
Ingians shoot Meigs in arm; dats de way 
Meigs lose he arm. At last Cherokee ••• 
kill de warriors, they kill de squaws, and 
da kill de chillins, and burn de town; and 
den Cherokee take country from 'em.- - Dats 
de way Cherokee git dis country. I 'spect 
dat's de Ingians dat makee de mouns.55 
The Treaty of New Echota provided that two years after 
its ratification by Congress, the Indians would be removed to 
reservations in the West.56 It became evident that the Chero-
kees did not intend to abide by their agreement. They argued 
that the treaty had not been approved by a majority of the 
tribe, that it had been ratified by the Senate by only one 
vote, and that only three hundred of their members were present 
at the signing. 57 In order to assist in the removal, General 
55 Anthony, The Gadsden Times, September 5, 1875. 
56Tate, History of Pickens County, p. 52. 
57Thomas V. Parker, · The Cherokee Indians with Special 
Reference to Their Relations with the United States Government 
(New York:The Grafton Press, 1907),pp. 29-30. See also 
Starkey, Cherokee Nation, p . ! 6~ . 
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Winfield Scott and a detachment of approximately seven thousand 
troops were sent into the territory.58 The Indians were 
gathered into stockades established at convenient locations 
throughout the nation. Tales are told of the savage treatment 
of the red man at the forts. Soldiers robbed many victims 
of their valuables and prodded elderly women with bayonets.59 
The work of rounding up the captives involved about a week 
and was completed the first of June, 1838.60 
After they were gathered into stockades, the Cherokees 
departed for their long treck westward. Due to inhumane plan-
ning of the removal, a majority of the Indians were held at 
various locations until autumn so that their march was com-
pleted in the middle of winter. 61 Many perished along the 
way from exposure, sickness and other causes. It has been 
estimated that of the seventeen thousand who departed, four 
thousand died before reaching their destination. The Chero -
kees refer to the route of their journey as the "Trail of Tears. 11 62 
58Grant Foreman Indian Removal (Norman: University 
of Oklahoma Press, 1932), p. 286. Hereinaf ter cited as Fore -
man, Indian Removal. 
59stewart, Cherokee History, I, 235. 
60Taae, Histo!::Y, of Pickens County, p. 52. 
61Ibid. Those who did not march on foot were placea 
in eleven flatboats and floated down the Tennessee River. 
Foreman, Indian Removal, p. 274. 
62w.R.L. Smith, The Stor{ of the Ch erokees (Clevel and, 
Tennessee: The Church of7rod Pub isfiing House, 192$}, p. 158 . 
The Cherokees never forgave President Jackson for the part he 
played in their removal, inasmuch as Junalaska, a Cherokee Chief, 
had saved Jackson's life in the Battle of Horseshoe Bend. Juna -
laska later remarked on numerous occasions tha t he wished he had 
let Jackson die in the Battle of Horsesho-e Bend. Brock, "Cardon . 
Guest Speaker." · 
General Charles Nelson was sent to remove the Indians 
from Cherokee County. He drove them across the Coosa River 
at Cothrun's Ferry in a most inhumane and tyrannical manner. 63 
The soldiers allowed disreputable white men to inflict pain 
upon the poor red man.64 As a small boy, J. D. Anthony 
witnessed their removal to the West. He described the unfor-
gettable experience as follows: 
I never will forget their woebegone appear-
ance •... aged females, true to the instincts 
of their sex, were carrying large pots and 
other articles •••• As the whites had few 
baggage wagons, these women carried their 
plunder .••••.. while the Indians were crossing 
the river, some low-down white men ••• shot the dogs 
of the Indians •... I saw many an Indian shed 
tears as his dog ~as illed ••.• In the edge of 
Chattooga valley sic , we were informed that a 
baggage wagon bro e own. General Nelson ordered 
the Indians to take their baggage ••• all obeyed 
except one, who refused. Nelson ordered ••• men 
to shoot him, which they did, shooting out both 
his eyeballs and riddling his body with bullets. 
After being shot he jumped, uttered a groan, 
and fell dead.65 
Years later J. D. Anthony, as a Methodist minister, was 
asked to give the invocation at a dedication of a memorial at 
63Merion E. Lazenby, History of Methodism in North 
Alabama and West Florida (Birmingham: North Alabama and 
West Florida Conference, 1960), p. 206 0 Hereinafter cited as 
Lazenby, Methodism in Alabama. Bascom Anthony recounts how 
his father was in Rome in 1838 when the Cherokees were being 
assembled to be taken West. The warriors, looking to the left, 
would pinch a boy standing on the right, and when accused of 
it would say, "Skeeter rsic 7 bite you? 11 Bascom Anthony, Fifty 
Years in the Ministry, p.Ic17. 
64J. D. Anthony, "Cherokee County, Alabama, Reminis cences 
of Its Early Settlement," The Gadsden Times, December 7, 1875. 
Hereinafter cited as Anthony, The C@dsden Times, December 7, 1875. 
65 Ibid. 
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Calhoun, Georgia, in honor of General Nelson.66 Anthony 
refused and while the orators were extolling his virtues, he 
could but think of the poor Indians Nelson had murdered un -
necessarily.67 
On July 4, 1839, J. D. Anthony lost the sight in his 
right eye due to the explosion of a powder horn. His parents 
had gone that day to a Fourth of July celebration at Jefferson, 
then the seat of the county, approximately five miles away. 68 
The young lad owned two hound puppies who each had a liking 
for raw eggs. J. D. Anthony decided to break the "suckegg 
puppies" of their habit. His uncle informed him that he 
could break the hounds from this detestable habit by placing 
an egg in powder and touching off the latter just as the dog 
took the egg to his mouth. He described the terrible exper -
ience in the following manner: 
I had very successfully burned one of the 
puppies and was preparing to treat the other 
to a similar dose ...•.. a small coal of fire 
was left on the ground after the first experi -
ment ..•. I took the stopper from the horn and 
turned the latter so as to pour the powder on 
the ground. Then, in a moment, I knew nothing. 
When I came to myself I was lying at least twenty 
paces from where I was standing when the explo -
sion occurred. My clothes were all on fire, my 
hair singed off, my face, hands, arms and feet 
badly burned. I had to tear all my clothing off 
to keep from burning to death.69 
66A marble centotaph twenty feet high stands on the 
northwest corner of the courthouse lawn. Lulie Pitts, History 
of Gordon County (Calhoun, Georgia: Pres s of the Calhoun Times, 
I933), p. 320. Hereinafter cited as Pitts, History of Gordon 
County. 
67Anthony, The Gadsden Times, December 7, 1875. 
68cardon, "Rev. J. D. Anthony," p . 3160 
69Anthony, Life and Sermons, p . 32 . 
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His right eye was gone, the eyeball pierced by a piece of the 
horn which had passed through it into his head. Weeks passed 
before he was allowed to go into the sunlight. J. D. Anthony 
was bothered with pain in the right side of his head through-
out the remainder of his life.70 
70Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 32. 
CHAPTER III 
EDUCATION, CALL AND ENTRANCE INTO THE MINISTRY 
In the Autumn of 1843, Whitfield Anthony moved his 
family to Vann's Valley, 1 Georgia, approximately eight 
miles southwest of Rome. 2 The family located on a fertile 
farm and had the advantages of good neighbors, churches 
and school. The elder son was seventeen years of age then.3 
Although his time was occupied primarily by working on his 
father's farm, he attended school about nine months during 
the following four years.4 
From that date until he was twenty, the young man was 
enrolled at Vann's Valley Academy.5 His studies included: 
lvann's Valley derives its name from Charles H. 
Vann, a Cherokee Indian chief who established a village 
there. He died just before his tribe was removed to the 
West in 1838. James C. Harris, Ca~e Spring and Vann's 
Valley (Cave Spring, Georgia: Printed by the author, 1927), 
p. 5. 
211 Resolution in Regard to Reverend J. D. Anthony," 
Wesleyan Christian Advocate, December 6, 1899. Herein-
after cited as Wesleyan Advocate, December 6, 1899. 
3Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 33. 
4Ibid. 
511 Reverend J. D. Anthony," Memoirs of Georgia 
(2 Vols.; Atlanta: The Southern Historical Association, 
1895), II, 869. Hereinafter cited as "Reverend J. D. 
Anthony," Memoirs of Georgia. 
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Eng lish gramrner, arithmetic, g eog raphy, natural philoso phy, 
log ic, rhetoric, Latin and Greek.6 The strena ou~ farm work, 
coupled with his intensive study, weakened his body and he 
became nervous and lost weight. He was advised by his 
physician to leave these pursuits for a period of at least 
six months.7 
To serve as a minister of the Gospel had been firmly 
fixed in his mind from his boyhood.8 He frequently related 
the following experience which occurred before his thirteenth 
birthday: 
Often in the midBt of boyish sports some 
unseen hand seemed to hold up before my 
mental or spiritua l eye the photograph of 
the true minister, and at the same moment 
an invaudible voice whispered in unmis -
takable accents, "This is the tru e picture 
of what your future life should be; prepare 
f or the great work before you. 11•9 
Wh en his father was away fr om home, the son conducted the 
neighborhood prayer - me eting s and was in charg e of the family 
devotion. He held relig ious services among the ch i ldren of 
Vann 1 s Valley- - s ing ing hymns, praying and prea'ching-- in the 
manner of the older people whom he had seen eng ag e in these 
exhortations.10 
6Anthony, Life and S ermons, p. 33. 
? Ibid. 
8 Ibid., p. 34. 
9rbid. 
lOwesleyan Advocate, Decemb er 6, 1899. 
' ) 
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James Anthony was converted at Mount Zion Methodist 
Church, located in the upper part of Vann 1 s Valley, during 
his thirteenth year. 11 While discussing with his mother 
his future plan to become a minister, she encouraged him to 
wait a few years since she was of the opinion that he was 
too young for such an undertaking. 
During the summer of his sixteenth year, he attended 
school with a group of pupils who were not church members and 
who took great delight in ridiculing him for hi s church 
relations. His teacher was a man o f low moral character 
and constantly cursed and spoke light l y of the Bible. 12 
One day the youngster carried two large, luscious 
muskmelons to school. That afternoon just as many of the 
students finished eating, a young man of twenty-three who 
had been contemptously heaping abuse upon him because of 
his religious beliefs, tried to start a fight with young 
Anthony. 1 3 He spat upon the rind, dropped it into the sand 
and then stuck i t to Anthony's mouth. Quickly the youth 
struck his aggressor with all his might. The former jumped 
back; the teacher grabbed Anthony and his assailant ran away. 14 
Feeling that morally he woul d be in a better position to defend 
his rights, he withdrew his member ship from the church. In 
future y ears he declared that he should never have allowed 
the group to drive him from his faith.15 
llAnthony, Life and Sermons, p, 35 
12Ibid., p. 36 





By degrees . he drifted away from religion. He read 
infidel publications and tried to disbelieve the Bible. He 
deliberately argued with members of the church about their 
doctrine. But in his heart he believed the Bible was the 
Word of God. He later remarked that his conscience ili ashed 
him sorely for every such attempt.16 
J. D. Anthony received the divine call into the minis-
try at Mount Zion on October 12, 18L1-4, the night of hi s 
nineteenth birthday.17 At a camp-meeting revival, he 
'~ ••• knelt as an humble penitent at the alter. 11 18 Just as 
Reverend Robert Wynn quoted John, third chapter and sixteenth 
verse, 1tThat whosoever believeth on Him ••• ,'~ the youth replied, 
'~I can, I do believe1 1~1 9 Twelve other young men answered 
the call to God's ministry that evening. At the age of 
seventy, Anthony wrote that he had never doubted the g enuine 
thoroughness of the work done by the Holy Spir it that night 
at the alter. 
Young Anthony was licensed to preach at the fourth 
Quarterly Conference of the Cassville and Rome Circuit held 
16 11'Reverend J. D. Anthony, n Memoirs of Georgia, 
II, 869. 




at Rome, Georgia, October 24, 1846. 20 Approximately forty 
persons were present, of whom Russell Reneau21 served as 
Presiding Eldero R. Jo Cowart, preacher in charge, presented 
the application md Jo Co B. Quillian, pastor of the church 
at which the candidate held membership, seconded the recom-
mendation. The application was unanimously approved. 22 
After a thorough examination on the doctrines of the 
Bible, discipline of the church, and the branches of an 
English education, the young man was duly licensed to preach 
the gospel according to the rules of the Methodist Episc opal 
Church, South. 2 3 He was admitted on trial into the old 
Georgia Conference at Covington, Georgia, December 20, 1846. 
He was assigned to the Gainesville Circuit which consisted 
of twenty -six preaching placed in Gwinnett and Hall County. 24 
201~Memoir of Reverend J. D. Anthony, 11 Minutes of the 
- outh Georgia Conference, 1899. (Columbus, Ge org ia: Thomas 
Gilbert, Printer, 1899), p. 68. Hereinafter cited as Minutes 
of the South Ge org ia Conference, 1899. ~ee also " Memoir--
Rev--:-:J'. D. Anthony," Minutes of the Annual Conferences, 1899 
(Nashville: Barbee and Smith-,-Publishers, 1899), p. 191-.,--
Hereinafter cited as " Anthony," Minutes of Annual Conferences4 
21Russell Reneau came to t he Ge orgia Conference with 
the territory retroceded to Georgia from the Holston Conferenceo 
He began the publication of two weekly newspapers in Rome; 
one was of a political nature and the other dealt with the 
work of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Anthony, Life and 
Sermons, p. 41. -- --
22Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 41. 
23rbid., pp. 41-42. 
24Minutes of t he Georgia Conference, 1846 (Nas hville : 
Barbee and Smith, Publishers, 1e46), p. 130 
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The assignment was one of the best of the conference employ-
ing approximately thirty preachers. 
On the morning of January 19, 1847, J. D. Anthony 
left his parental home to begin his work as a circuit 
preacher. 25 His parting caused much sorrow for him and his 
family since he had never been away from hi s family for more 
than two weeks, and he was the first of a family of eleven 
to leave home. 26 He took with him the prayers and blessings 
of his parents. Upon parting from h er first-born son, his 
mother said: 
Go, my son; go preach the gospel of our 
blessed Lord Jesus, and always, when you 
rise before a congreg ation to preach Jesus 
and the resurrection, remember that a 
mother's prayers are ascend~ng for God' s 
blessing upon your efforts. r 
Anthony later remarked that he felt his mother's 
prayer for his success with him throughout his ministryo 
While she lived, he f~ l t as he stood before hi s congregation 
that his mother was praying for him. 28 
In his saddlebags were his earthly possessions. These 
consisted of: a change of clothes, hi s Bible, a hymn book, 
his dictionary, Wesley 's Sermons, a copy of Fletcher's Appeal 
to Matter of Fact and Commo n Sense , Coeval 1 s Bible Dictionary, 
25Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 43. 
26ttis brothers and sisters were: Lucius, Wi ghtman, 
Clark, Mark, Samu el, Lizzie, Marg aret, Mandy, Carolyn and 
Frances. Mrs. W. C. Farrell, His tory of the Miller Familt, 
177a-1935 (Birmingham: Birming ham Printing Company, 1936, 
- o7rereinafter cited as Farrell, History of the Miller Family. 
27 Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 430 
28Ibid., P• 44 . 
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and Cobb's-Walker Pocket Dictionary. 2 9 He was comfortably 
clothed in a warm suit of nice jeans, a good overcoat, and 
a pair of legg ings. He also carried a good umbrella and 
a few dollars to pay his expenses.JO 
The young minister preached only once before reaching 
his field of laboro His first sermon was at Brandon Methodist 
Church, formally Cass, now Bartow County.31 Although the 
sermon only lasted about twenty-five minutes, Anthony later 
wrote that the endorsement of his divine call on that occasion 
gave him strength for future work.32 
On the third day after l eaving home, J. D. Anthony 
reached Lawrenceville, Georgia, which was one of the twenty-
six places at which he must preach at least once every twenty-
eight days.33 He was then directed to Gainesville, in Hall 
County, the major part of his assignment. He spent the night 
with Benjamin Porter, and on Wednesday at eleven o'clock, he 
preached his first sermon on his new field of labor at Liberty 
Chapel Methodist Church.34 Assembled at the church, was a 
29Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 44. 
30ibid. 
31Ibid., p. 58. 
32Ibid. 
33-wesleyan Advocate, December 6, 1899. 
34Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 46. 
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rather large congregati on. This was due in part to the fact 
that a quilting and log-rolling had been held the previous 
day at the home of one o f the members. To his surprise, he 
found that the majority of the men were intoxicated. He and 
Porter were the only two gentlemen present who were free 
from the influence of liquor.35 The brethren felt that be-
cause their church was call ed "Liberty, 11 they were free to 
indulge ad libitum in whatever their taste might demand o 
The service was short. The preacher read a passag e from 
Psalms, commented a few minutes on the text, had prayer, 
and posted the appointment for the next service.36 He then 
left for his next appointment. 
Cold and raw weather, tog ether with the report that 
nothing had been heard from the new minister, caused him to 
have an audience of only one man on the next two days of 
his assignmento37 Approximately a month passed before he 
received a written plan of his work. It contained an appoint-
ment for everyday of the week, and all that was necessary 
was to inquire the way to the next church day af ter day.3 8 
It was the policy of the Methodist Epis copal Church 
in the early years to assign a new appointee to a senior 
preacher who would assist him iih1 ~ the first year of his worko39 
35Anthony, Life and 'Sermons, p. 46. 
36 Ibid. 
3? Ibid • , p. 4 7 • 
3Bibid. 
39John F. Hurst, The Hisio51 of Methodism (8 vols.; Nashville: Southern MettlOdisT°" u islng House, 1882 ), II, 125. 
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Hence, each circuit consisted of a senior and a junior preacher, 
each of whom rotated in the appointments of the circuit. 
Every fifth Sunday made a change in Sunday appointments. 
In the early work of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
no regard was paid to the solar divisions of time.40 In 
those days there were three, four and six week's circuits. 
If there was one preacher, he made his round in the prescribed 
three, four or six weeks; if two preachers were appointed 
to the same circuit, each made the full round in the pre -
scribed time. Consequently, when there were two preachers, 
each church had services on four week's circuits, once every 
two weeks.41 The preacher would announce at the close of the 
regular service, "My colleague will be here this day two weeks. 11 42 
The appointed day and time of each service was always posted 
at each church. Since the churches were often miles apart, 
the service was held at the convenience of the minister. 
The majority of them were held during the week. 
In early Methodism the obligations to support the 
ministry was divided between the various churches of the 
circuit.43 Many of the stronger financial men practiced 
• the method of 11 quarterage" in supporting the ministry--divi -
sion of his support of the church into four parts. This 
40John F. Hurst, The History of Methodism (8 Vols.; 
Nashville: Southern Methodist Publishing House, 1882), II, 
p. 128. 
41Ibid. 
42Anthony, Life and Sermons, p . 53. 
43 Ibid., p. 54. 
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was usually handed to the steward or preacher each quarter 
of the conference year. Although many supported the church 
in this manner, few paid as much as one dollar in supporting 
the ministry. The traveling expenses were called for at the 
beginning of each Quarterly Conference.44 The Presiding 
Elder was first requested to give the pro rata of his travel-
ing expenses to the particular charge, then the senior 
preacher, and finally the junior preacher. These amounts 
were paid out of the money on hand. What was left was 
divided among the claimants. A married man was entitled 
to receive one hundred dollars for himself, one hundred 
for his wife, and a small amount for each of his children 
under sixteen years of age. A single man was only allowed 
one hundred dollars. 45 The following was the ~ssE::33,11()ff!:-
for J. D. Anthony's first circuit for the year 1847: 
•.• for the Presiding Elder, forty dollars; 
for the senior preacher,--self, wife and 
grown daughter-~two hundred dollars guar-
terage and~ hundred dollars for table 
expenses; for th~
6
junior preacher, one 
hundred dollars.4 
These assessments were added together and the total divided 
among the twenty-six churches. 
44Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 55. 
45Jarnes Lee, Naphtali Luccock and James Dixon, The 
Illustrated History of Methodism (St. Louis: The Methodist 
Magazine Publising Company, 1900), p. 115. 
46Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 55. 
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Each preacher was called upon at the Quarterly Conference 
to state the amount he had receiv e d in dona t i ons. Since J. D. 
Anthony had no one to mend and sew for him on the circuit, 
women frequently presented him with shirts, socks, trousers 
or susp enders. He was often confused as to the exact amount 
to report for these g ifts. One woman would assess the value 
of her g ifts at twenty-five cents; another would value a 
similar g ift at fifty centso47 One would h a ve thought 
that he preferre d the latter over the formero 
Anthony' s senior preacher, Je sse . Boring , was inquisi-
tive and kept an accurate record of g ifts made to his junior.48 
He hoped to teach the young man to keep the account of his 
donations. He faithfully recorded every garment g iven, 
washing and ironing done, and even the patching done for 
his associate. This faithful old scribe would call his 
assistant aside at the Quarterly Conference and remark: 
Now, Jimmie, there i s nothing like 
being corre c t in g iving in the thing s 
that ' s been g iven to you, and it pleases 
folks above all thing s else to show your 
liberality by putting a high price upon 
what they donate to you. It proves that 
you a ppreciate their g ifts. I 1 ve g ot 
the follow i n g articl e s that's been given 
to you since the last Quarterly Conference, 
4 and I've put the following prices on • em •... 9 




Then after reading seriatim the list of prices allowed, he 
would add: 
Now, Jimmie, g ive me all the balance 
that 1 s been g iven~to you, and let's 
fix all up right.70 
The young man inquired why one minister had no dona-
tions to report. His reply was: 
Oh, you see I've got a wife and daughter 
who fix all these things for me. You've 
got none; and you se e , Jimmie, I draw out 
of the money on hand two dollars to your 
one. Now, you s ee the thing s the sist ers 
have given to you this quarter come to 
twelve dollars, eighteen and three-fourths 
cents; so the stewards wiU-have to pay 
me twenty-four dollars, thirty-seven and 
a half cents before you can draw a cent; 
so you see this is an equalizing system.51 
James Anthony's h eadquarters was in the saddle during 
his first year's labor on the Gainesville Circuit. By follow-
ing the short routes, called ttbridle paths, 1~ his territory 
covered. two hundred and fifty miles. He not only filled the 
regular ~ppointments at the churches, but preached at night, 
and often in the middle of the afternoon, in private houses, 
under bush arbors, in shady forests and in schoolhouses.52 
He was expected by many to visit the sick, preach and pray 
for them, and conduct funerals for the dead. During the 
first year, he averaged two sermons per day.53 
50A~thony, Life and Sermons, p. 56. 
5lib id. , p. 57. 
5 2wesleyan Advocate, December 6, 1899. 
53Anthony, Life and Sermons, Po 63. 
"' 
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Six camp-meeting s ·were held durins the suruner of his 
first year. During the month of Au~ust, he preached in a 
r evival at New ?.ope Church in Gwinnett County.5L~ Thirty-
three were converted wi_ thi:1. a period of three days. 1't the 
end of t h e week, seventy-seven had been added to the member-
ship of the church. There were more than one hundred conver-
sions duri ng the revival, a:1.d at the close of the sum..~er 
of that y e ar, over five hundred members had been added to 
~-:- '~ the churches of the Gainesville Circuit~, 
54Anthony, Life a~d S ermons, p. 60. 
5,, 
)Ibid., Po 650 
CHAPTER IV 
EXPERIENCES AS A CIRCUIT PREACHER, 1847-1862 
On the fourth Sunday in October, 1847, J. D. Anthony 
met the woman who would become his future mate. 1 From 
Zoar Methodist Church he accompanied Emily Baugh home 
for lunch. As they rode eight miles on horseback to her 
house, the prelate asked for her hand in marriage. The 
young woman promised to consider the proposal and give 
her answer the next morning. To his delightful surprise, 
it was in the affirmative 12 They said good- bye on Monday 
with the understanding that he was to return in a fort -
night and ask her father's consent.3 
Two weeks later the young minister approached 
William Baugh to ask permission to marry his daughter.4 
He found the father in the apple-house. As Mr. Baugh starte::l 
to explain the delicious quality of one of his varieties of 
apples, the youth remarked: 
gia ( 2 
1959), 
Yes,yes Brother Baugh; your apples are all 
good, very good; ••. but my dear brother, I 
1James C. Flanigan, History 




of Gwinnett County, Geor-
Logino and Porter, Inc., 
4Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 67. 
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have to ride eighteen miles before preaching 
time, and I wish to make my business known to 
you. Your daughter and I have an agreement 
to be married on the twenty-third, and wish 
your consent.5 
Baugh looked at the ceiling, then into his guest's face. 
He explained that he never made or broke matches for his 
children, and if they were suited for each other, then he 
would approve. 6 
Much to his surprise, upon returning to Gainesville, 
the new minister was given a full outfit of new cloth~ng. 
The presentation was made by Martha Rivers, on behalf of the 
members of the Gainesville Circuit.7 He later remarked that 
it was the finest suit he had ever owned. It included coat, 
cashmere pants, satin-silk vest, and also hat, boots, and 
enough underwear to last for two years. She also presented 
him another suit which was not as luxurious as the first one, 
but far more durable. The list of gifts was valued at approxi-
mately one hundred dollars. 8 
On the evening of November 23, 1847, J. D. Anthony 
was united in marriage to Emily Baugh, daughter of Elizabeth 
and William Baugh. 9 The ceremony occurred at Gainesville 
and Reverend J. H. Ewing officiated.lo After spending a 
5Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 68. 
6Ibid. 
7rbid., pp. 68-69. 
8 Ibid. , p . 69 • 
9License Book: Volume A, Hall County, Georgi a : Records, 
November 23, 184~ 
lOAnthony, Life and Sermons, p. 69. 
, l 
few days with relatives and friends, the groom continued 
his work on the circuit while the bride remained with her 
parents. 
The first Annual Conference attended by J. D. Anthony 
was held at Madison, Georgia, December 20-27, 1847.11 Bishop 
James O. Andrew presided. Anthony later wrote that in his 
opinion, there was present a body of men whose equal in 
intelligence, learning, oratory and true peity could never 
be equalled. Among those present were: Dr. Lovick Pierce 
and his son, Bishop George F. Pierce; Allen Turner, W. J. 
Park, John W. Glenn, Samuel Anthony,12 Noah Smith, Dr. Jesse 
Boring and his brother, Issac; F. D. Lowery, Miller H. White, 
John W. Knight, Russell Reneau, R. J. Cowart and many others 
who were outstanding in their field. 1 3 
At the conference he and twenty-one other ministers 
were g iven examinations on the knowle dge of the ministry and 
English composition. He had no difficulty in passing the 
examination. 14 At the closing session the preacher was 
appointed to the Gainesville Circuit with no assistant. 
11Minutes of the Georgia Conference, 1847 (Charleston: 
Southern Christian Advocate, 1847), p. 15. See also Minutes 
of the Annual Conferences, 1847 (Nashville: John Early, 
Publisher, 1847), Po 780 --
12samuel Anthony was a cousin to J. D. Anthony and was 
a distinguished minister of the Georgia Conference for over 
forty years o Samuel Anthony Papers, Georgia Department of 
Archives and History, Atlanta, Georgia. See also George R. 
Smith, The History of Georgia Methodism (Atlanta: A. B. 
Caldwel~Publisher-,-1913 ) , p. 198. Hereinafter cited as 
Smith, History of' Georgia Methodism. 
13Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 75. 




During 1848 , Anthony preached at eleven places in 
the upper portion of the Gainesville Circuit. He was required 
to hold services every second Sunday morning and night, to 
divide the other two Sundays between two other churches, 
and to preach at least once every two weeks at each of the 
other churcheso 1 5 Many of his former parishioners traveled 
to hear him in his new appointment. He wa s required to 
spend long hours studying and preparing new sermons. The 
pastor ' s work during the second year was far more strenuous 
than the first, and it was quite common to find him up until 
the early hours of the morning preparing sermons. In May, 
1848, due to the tremendous strain upon his body and the 
lack of proper rest, J. D. Anthony suffered from nervous 
exhaustion. 16 
Seeking a location in which to regain his health, 
the young man settled his family upon a small farm in the 
upper part of Vann 1 s Valley, approximately seven miles from 
Rome. 17 For the next two years, he farmed and preached at 
some local church on Sundayo At the close of 1850, he sold 
his land and invested the money in the mercantile busine ss. 1 8 
With a former schoolmate, he opened " The McGuire Stand, " 
eleven miles northeast of Rome. The two did a thriving busi -
ness the first year, amounting to approximately twelve thousand 
dollars. A drought in 1851 caused a shortage of crops. Good s 
15Minutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1899, p. 68. 
16Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 79. 
17Ibid., p. 86. 
18Minutes of the Annual Conferences, 1899, p. 191. 
6] 
had been sold on time and the collection was short. After 
his partner left and did not return, Anthony sold everything 
he possessed and applied the proceeds to the payment of the 
indebtedness. He held notes and open-accounts on his former 
customers for three or four thousand dollars, the majority 
of which were never paid. 1 9 
Reverend Anthony's health had improved by the summer 
of 1850 and he became an assistant to Reverend J. W. Ewing 
on the Cassville Circuit wnich included all of Cass County. 20 
Several successful revivals were conducted from July through 
November o More than six hundred were added t b ::' the church 
during that period. In July he helped conduct a revival 
in an abandoned store in a town in Cass County which had no 
organized church. The services drew people from the s urround -
ing area. 21 One evening the minister noticed that some of 
the men of the congregation were under the influence of 
whiskey. After Anthony preached a fiery sermon, one of the 
listeners, slightly intoxicated, remarked: " My young friend, 
you make the bark fly like h __ tonight, but that's all 
right; just give it to 'em, its just what they deserve 1n 2 2 
The first religious service held in that town lasted for 
ten days. At the close of the revival, a church had been 
organized consisting of thirty-four members and over four 
l9Anthony, Life and S ermons, Po 87. 
20ibid., pp. 92-93. 





hundred dollars with which to operateo 2 3 Another successful 
revival was held at Cartersville, Georgia, in which over 
one hundred members were added to the church. The services 
proved a great blessing to Cartersville and the adjacent 
counties. 24 
In the latter part of 1852, Anthony was appointed 
as a supply preacher on the Dalton Circuit. This circui~ 
extended from Sugar Valley to Red Clay and embraced all of 
Wh.itfield County, a portion of Gordon and one church in 
Walker County. 25 Reverend Richard Watters served as junior 
.preacher on the circuito Anthony suffered during the year 
with vertigo and was unable to fill all his appointments 
regularly. At the end of the year, he was convinced that 
he was not ready to do full itinerant work in the ministry.26 
From 1854 through 1855, he taught school near Villanow, 
Georgia. The next four years he taught near Plainsville, 
Georgia, and his health continued to improve. 2 7 
During the latter part of 1859, the teacher decided 
that his health was sufficiently restored to warrant his 
return to the traveling circuit. He applied for re-admis-
sion to the Georgia Conference and was accepted on trial at 
2 3Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 95. 
2L~Enos, " 'l'he Cartersville Meeting. '~ Article found 
in a scrapbook of newspaper articles owned by Mrs. Mary 
Longshore, Cedar Bluff, Alabama. ( no date -, or name of newspaper)' o-
25Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 97. 
26 Ibid., p. 98. 
27Minutes of the Annual Conferences, 1899, p. 680 
I ) 
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the meeting held at Rome in November, 1859.28 He was 
assigned to nineteen churches in the Lawrenceville Cir-
cuit, with Rev. Robert H. Rodgers as his junior.29 
Once again he sold hi s f a rn1 , sett1e d hi:s b u 'Sirres-s 
affairs, and moved his family about one hundred miles to 
the new assig nment.JO The weather was extremely cold and 
the earth was mantled with snow. Through exposure to the 
cold, Mrs. Anthony suffered a severe attack of pneumonia 
from which, al thoug h s he lived several years, she never fully 
recovered,31 When the pneumonia broke, s h e was lef t pros-
trate by general rheumatism. Her condition became chronic 
and therefore she was an invalid the remainder of her life.32 
The year 1860 was one of intense political excite-
ment. The dispute between the North and South t hat had prev-
iously been settled throug h compromise was approaching a 
crisis. The Southerner believed that a Republican admin-
istration would disrupt the agrarian economy characteristic 
of thi s section. In the South ,, an agricultural economy, based 
on slave labor, had become a way of life. If Abraham Lincoln 
was elected President of the United States, the Southerner 
felt that the only way to settle the conflict was to sever 
relations with the Union. The dreaded event occurred on 
28Minutes of the Georgia Annual Conference, 1859 
(Macon, Georgia: Lewis H. Andrews, Printer, 1859), p. 3. 
29J. C. Flanig an, Gwinnett Churches (Lawrenceville, 
Georg ia: Lawrenceville Printers, 1911), p. 1710 
30Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 110. 
3libid. 
32Bascom Anthony, Fifty Years in the Ministry, p. 15. 
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November 6, 1860: Lincoln was elected President of the 
United States.33 
On December 20, 1860, the South Carolina Secession 
Convention assembled at Charleston, by a unanimous vote of 
169 members, passed an ordinance declaring that tt ••• the 
Union now subsisting between South Carolina and other States, 
under the name of the 1United States of America,' is hereby 
dissolvea.nJ4 By the middle of January, 1861, three other 
states had passed ordinances of secession: Alabama, Missis-
sippi and Florida. The Georgia Convention met at Milledge-
ville and voted to secede on January 19, by a vote of 208 to 
89. The legislature appropriated one million dollars for 
defense of the state and made provisions for equipping a 
force of ten thousand troopso35 Louisiana and Texas soon 
withdrew from the Union. Thus, more than a month before the 
inauguration of Lincoln, seven states of the lower South 
had seceded from the Union. 
In spite of all the disturbance between the North 
and South, J. D. Anthony's churches continued to grow in 
membership. Approximately five hundred members were added 
to the Methodist churches from Gwinnett County in 1860.36 
33J. C. Randall and David Donald, The Civil War and 
Reconstruction (Boston: D. C. Heath and Company, 19m,p.~il~; 
Hereinafter cited as Randall, Civil War. 
3411 EXTRA --South Carolina Secedes," Charleston Mercury, 
December 21, 1860. Copy found in the Alabama Department of 
Archives and Historyo 
35Randall, Civil War, p. 140. 
36Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 111. 
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The Annual Conference for 1 860 met in November at 
Augusta, Georgia. Anthony was appointed to the Summerville 
Circuit in Chattooga County where he served during 1861 and 
1862.37 Early in 1861, he realized the seriousness of the 
discord between the North and ~outh. Several companies of 
volunteers were raised from Chattooga County during his 
ministry thereo38 Everyone in that area made ready for 
the defense of life, liberty and property. 
The most impressionable contribution to the war 
effort, according to J. D. Anthony, was the heroism of the 
women throughout his county.39 In many instances, they were 
more patriotic than their husbands, sons or brothers. The 
women undertook the work in the fields and the bus ine ss of 
the household that had previously been performed by the men. 
The spinning-wheel, reel, cotton-c ards and weaving-looms were 
put to use. The women said to their loved ones concerning 
the war: 1tGo the the front and we will go to the fields. 
We will put ourselves on double duty.'~~-0 Although the men 
in arms proved their devotion to the cause of home and coun-
try, the women faithfully did all that they had promised and 
their courag e failed to stagger, even at defeat. 
37Minutes of the Georgia Annual Conference, 1860 
(Macon, Georgia: Telegraph 0team Power Press, 1860)~ 6. 
38Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 112. 
39Ibid., p. 113. 
L1_0ibid. 
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In 1862 an event occurred which had a noteable im-
pression upon the life of J. D. Anthony. He was called to 
the bedside of Mary Brothers who apparently was dying from 
tuberculosis of the lungs. 4 1 She was not a Christian and 
desired to be baptized before she died. The minister knelt 
by her bedside and 
••• earnestly besought the •.• Lord to spare her 
life in consistent with his will, but wh~ther 
she lived or died, to bless her soul •••• 42 
Before rising , the preacher tol d the woman that he felt that 
his prayer had been answered. 
Several years 1 ater while seated on the porch of the 
parsonage at Cumming , Georgia, he saw a carriag e approaching. 
Before reaching the gate, a woman greeted him and smilingly 
remarked: 
••• I 1m su. re you will not remember me o... I 
am Mary Brothers. You and I have not met 
since you knelt by my sick bed ••• and prayed for 
me and got such a direct answer to prayer. I 
have earnestly desired to meet you, and tell 
you that I feel sure that God spared my life 
•••• I have driven ten miles ••• to meet you 
and tell you how much is often lost by want 
of faith. Brother Anthony, al~ things are 
possible to those who believeo43 
Anthony felt constrained to praise God openly while the 
lady made her statement. His faith was greatly strength-
ened by the power of God through the life of this humble 
woman. 
4 1Anthony, Life and S ermons, p. 117. 
4 2Ibid., p. 118. 
~.)Ibid. 
CHAPTER V 
SANDERSVILLE, SHERMAN AND THE GREAT MARCH 
At the Annual Conference which met at Macon, Georgia, 
in December 1862, James Anthony was appointed to the San-
dersville Circuit.l He moved his afflicted wife and small 
children more than four hundred miles, about three hundred 
and fifty of wb,ich were made by railway and the remainder 
by horse and buggy. They arrived in Sandersville on Satur-
day before the second Sunday in December, and he preached 
his first sermon there that eveningo 2 
Although the war made life difficult for the people 
of Georgia, the majority of churches of the state continued 
to prosper. Reverend Anthony's assignment consisted of 
eight churches in Washington County and one in Baldwin which 
was within four miles of Milledgeville.3 Although nearly 
all of the white males between the ages of sixteen and 
. lMinutes of the South Georg ia Conference, 1862 
(Nashville: Southern Methodist Publishing Hou se, I8b2 ), 
p. 12. 
2Anthony, Life and Sermons , p. 129. 
3Reverend W. s. Turner had previously served the 
churches of this assig nmento Kenneth Coleman, ed., "Ladies 
Volunteer Aid Association of Sandersville, Washington County, 
Georgia, 1861-1862," Ge orgia Historical Quarterly (March, 
1968 ), LII, p. So. Hereinafter cited as Coleman, "'Ladies 
Aid Association. 11' 
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fifty were in military service,4 many came home on furlough 
and were able to attend church occasionally. The total 
membership of the Methodist churches of the ~andersville 
Circuit increased from about two hundred at the beginning 
of the war to approximately three hundred at the end of 
hostilities. 
The war grew more terrible as time passed and the 
local population came to realize that the · s ection of South 
Georgia which had been relatively free from conflict prior 
to 1864 Bo on wou~ d be the scene of bloodshed.5 The upper 
South had already fallen under fire, and the enemy was 
quickly moving southward. 
Burying the dead, visiting and comforting the in-
jured and bereaved, taking food and clothing6 to the front 
lines, and nursing the sick occupied the pastor ' s time 
during those trying days. Anthony was offered a chaplaincy 
in each of three regiments, but due to his wife's physical 
condition, he felt it was his duty to remain at home and 
care for her and the children. He also realized the great 
necessity of the pastorate to those at home, especially the 
4Physicians, ministers, teachers and overseers in 
charge of twenty or more slaves were exempt from military 
service. Randall, Civil War, PPo 264-265. 
5Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 129. 
6 rn the summer of 1861, the lamies of Washington 
County organized three societies to furnish the soldiers 
of their area with uniforms and other articles of cloth-
ing on a continuing basis. Coleman, 'tLadies Aid Association, 111 
p. 78. 
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women who needed the counsel and prayers of their minister. 
Many had lost husbands, brothers and sons in the conflict.? 
The four years of war demanded and received more 
than twice the labor of J. D. Anthony than before or after 
the struggle.8 At Baysprings, he preached only funeral 
sermons for two years, sometimes two or more in one sermon. 
Long journeys were made by the pastor to the front, some 
to bear food, clothing, or other articles; at other times 
to accompany the wife or mother of a sick or wounded Confede-
rate. Never before had J. D. Anthony 
seen a time or come in contact with any 
combination of circumstances when a faith-
ful pastor might not find work f or the 
Master sufficient to employ all his time, 
talent and energies--employment, too, that 
would result in good to his flock and to 
his own soul.9 
Atlanta fell September 2, 1864,10 and South Georgia 
would s oon be under fire. The Union strategy called for 
General Grant to move against the Confederate forces in 
Virginia, under the command of General Robert E. Lee, while 
?Three of J. D. Anthony's brothers were killed during 
the conflict. Clark Anthony died during the seige of Vicks -
burg at the age of thirty. Wightman Anthony, a Methodist 
Chaplain, died with the prisoners near Indianapolis at the 
age of twenty-eight. Mark Anthony died at the a g e of nine-
teen while serving at Savannah . nRev. J. D. Anthony," 
Biographical Souvenir of the States of Georgia and Florida 
(Chicag o: F.A. Batley and Company, IEB9), p. 2-r;-;- Here-
inafter cited as Biographical Souvenir. See also Ruth Glover, 
Georgia and Florida Souvenir Sketches (Atlanta: Printed by 
the Author, "i"95Qf;,p. 70. Hereinafter cited as Gl over, 
Ge org ia and Flor•ida Souvenir Sketches. 
8Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 130. 
9Ibid., p. 131. 
10Randall, Civil War, P• 425. 
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General William T. Sherman's forces marched from Atlanta to 
Savannah. 11 The latter force was to advance in four parallel 
columns forty to forty-eight miles apart at a rate of about 
fifteen miles a day. On the march, they were ordered to des -
troy mills, cotton gins, bridges, railroads, ccitton fields; 
and public buildings. Thus, the Union forces would cut a 
streak throug h one of the richer sections of the Confederacy.12 
Sandersville lay in the path of Sherman's fiery March to the 
Sea. 
There were two lines of railroads connecting Atlanta 
with the sea: one terminated at Charlestown, 308 miles long; 
the oth er at Savannah, 293 miles distant.13 The former 
consisted of the Georgia Railroad~ joining Atlanta and 
Macon, m d the Central of Ge orgia Road, linlcing Macon and 
Savannah. These roads constituted vital links in the chains 
of communications between the Atlantic and the Gulf States. 
The Federals believed that to destroy these lines would 




llRandall, Civil War, p. 425. 
12 The lower Confederacy had already 
victory at Vicksburg, July 4, 1863. 
412, 425. 
been split by 
Randall, Civil 
1 3John w. Draper, History of the American Civil War 
(3 Vols.; Washington: United States Government Printing--
Office, 1893), XLIV, 488-489. 
14Ibid., P• 327. 
' ) 
7]. 
On November 18, 1864, General Sherman dispatched 
the following messag e to Major-General H. W. Slocum concern-
ing destruction of the railroad toward Augusta: 
Headquarters Military Division of the 
Mississippi, in the field, near Yellow 
River, Ga., November 18, 1864. 
Major-General Slocum, Commanding Left 
Wing, & C.: 
••• all is well with this column which 
will be tonight on the east side of the 
Weofonhachee, and tomorrow will take the 
Milledgeville road, leaving you the Eaton-
ton r oad. Don't be in a hurry, but break 
up that railroad as far as the Oconee in 
the most thorough manner, so that every 
rail will be disabled; ••• you will have 
to give it personal attention else it will 
be slighted by your officers. Impres s on 
t~em its great importance, and that, 'f 
done well now, it will not have to be . gone 
over at some future time under less f avor-
able circumstances, I had every man of Davis' 
command at work yesterday all day and into 
the night; ••• I will set them at work again 
t9day •••• our own experiences shows how 
easily roads may be relaid if we have iron; 
therefore, I want each bar of iron actually 
twisted around a tree, or with one of the 
hooks. One division will be amply sufficient 
to g o down ••• the Oconee. If you reach Eaton-
ton by Monday, it will be early enough, Keep 
your men fresh, and devour large quantities 
of the potatoes and corn along the route. 
W. T. Sherman 
Major-Genera115 
On November 23" . Sherman's columns, fat, healthy 
and equipped with a good supply of horses and mules, marched 
into Milledgeville, the capital of Georgia. 16 Before de -
15The War of the Rebellion : A Compilation of the 
Official Recorasofthe Union and Confederate Armies T60 
vols.; Washin(ston:United Stat~Government Printing Office, 
1893 ) , XLIV, 488-489. 
16spencer B. King , Jr., Ge orgi a Voices: A Documentary 
History to 1872 (Athens, Ga.: University of' Georgia Press, 
1966), p. 3~ Hereinafter cited as King, Georg ia Voice s. 
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parting, 1 7 they destroyed the arsenal and magazine. The 
noise from the explosion was distinctly heard and the shock 
unmistakably felt by the residents of Sandersville, twenty -
seven miles away. 18 On November 24 [. Sherman accompanied 
the Seventieth Corps, which took the main road from Milledge-
ville to Sandersville. The right wing of Sherman's army, 
under General O. o. Howard, advanced along the Central of 
Georgia, destroying the line to the Oconee River. 1 9 The 
loss was important since it was the main means of trans-
porting troops and rations to General Lee's army. 20 
Upon hearing of the fall of Milledgeville, the citi-
zens of Sandersville called a meeting of all white males 
to determine the best course to pursue. 21 Edwin Hook pre-
sided over the assemblage and it was decided to deliver the 
town to Sherman before he issued orders to reduce it to 
ashes. Since Anthony felt it was his responsibility as a 
minister of the Gospel to protect the residents of his communi-
ty, he agreed to meet the general and turn over the towno 22 
1 7At Milledgeville, some of Sherman's officers 
amused themselves by conducting a mock session of the Georgia 
Legislature in which they voted to repeal the Ordinance of 
Secession. Sherman was not present at the time, but later 
laughed when hearing about the session. King, Georgia 
Voices, p. 301. See also Sherman, Memoirs, II, 1900 
18Anthony, L-ife and Sermons, p. 1320 
19Draper, Civil War, III, 330. 
20ibid., p. 327. 




A few hours later, a portion of the Confederate 
Cavalry, under the command of General Joseph Wheeler, marched 
into town. That afternoon a skirmish occurred approximately 
three miles from town between Wheeler's men and the a:dva:nci:rig 
force of Sherman's armyo 2 3 Wheeler's men captured twelve 
. prisoners, brought them into town and camped on a vacant 
lot near the parsonage. The prisoners were under the command 
of Captain James Harlow, with whom J. D. Anthony had been 
acquainted at one time. That evening eleven of the prisoners 
were stolen, taken to the Flournay farm on the edge of town 
and killed. 24 One of the prisoners, Lietenant Gregory 
Deason, was not seized because he had been wounded. Upon 
inquiring as to what would happen to the wounded man, the 
preacher was informed that he would be shot as soon as the 
party was on the outskirts of town. Anthony plead for the 
prisoner's life. Finally, after the captive had been placed 
in an ambulance, the surg eon told Anthony to take the wounqed 
soldier to his house.25 
The lieutenant was transferred to the parsonage and 
placed on a pallet on the floor. About that time Wheeler's 
Cavalry formed a line of approx imately two thousand men 
23Joseph Wheeler, Campaigns of Wheeler and His 
Cavalrx, 1862-1865 (Atlanta: Hudgins Publishing Company, 
1899), p. 289. 
24Katharine M. Jones, When Sherman Came: Southern 
Women and the ,iGreat March't (New York: The Bobbs-Merrill 
Co., Inc., 1964), p. 38. Hereinafter cited as Jones, 
Southern Women. 
25Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 133. 
around the parsonageo 26 Bascom Anthony, who was only five 
years old at the time, related that a large number of shots 
were fired, many of which tore holes in the walls and damaged 
the woodwork. In a short time the Yankee infantry arrived 
and fired on Wheeler's men.27 Lieutenant Deason told the 
children to lie down on the floor so that they would be 
in less danger. Anthony placed his wife, who was drawn 
almost double by rheumatism, near the fireplace and sat 
beside hero 28 
S oon the firing ceased and there was a pounding at 
the back door. The preacher, dressed in his gray jean suit, 2 9 
opened the door. Several yankees rushed in with guns cocked 
and bayonets set, shouting " Surrender l" " Surrender i11 30 As 
soon as the Federals entered, the wounded lieutenant related 
to them that his fellow captives had been killed and Reverend 
Anthony had saved his life. Lieutenant Deason ordered his 
men not to harm the Anthony family or their possessions and 
to guarantee their protections by placing a guard around the 
26Anthony, Life and Sermons, PP• 133-134. 
27Bascom Anthony, Fifty Years in the Ministry, p, 29. 
28 Ibid. 
29During the war, J, D. Anthony overhauled cotton 
and wool cards for the women of Washington County. In 
appreciation of his efforts, the women of the county made 
him a Confederate gray jean suit. He was wearing this 
gray outfit when the Yankees came to Sandersville, Bascom 
Ant hony, F'ifty Years in the Ministry, p. 27. 
30ibido 
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house.31 While the invaders were rejoicing over finding 
their c ommander still alive, Bascom Anthony noticed his 
father's old calico-colored horse being driven down the 
road in a larg e drove of horses. The captors killed their 
cow for supper along with a larg e number of other cows. 32 
When the party left, there was not a turnip or cabbage left 
in the garden. 
Bascom Anthony was quite startled at what was going 
on around his father ' s home. Campfires could be seen at 
night in all directions. The majority of wooden fences 
were used for fire wood. As a large group had started 
preparing supper in the Anthony washpot in the backyard, 
young Bascom Anthony was moving among the men in his boyish 
manner to see what was taking place. Suddenly, a huskie 
young soldier with a thick beard grabbed him. Placing the 
child on his knee, he said, '' Bud, you don I t like these old 
slop-bucket Yankees, do ·you?' '33 His mother had insisted 
he al ways tell the truth, so he blurted out, 1tNo sir ~11· The 
men throughout the camp burst into laughter. The private 
then g ave him a big squeeze and told him to let his mother 
put him to bed. The child went to bed that night thinking 
that at least some Yankees were human.34 
31Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 13~-• 
32Bascom Anthony, Fifty Years in the Ministry, p. 30. 
33rbid., p. 31. 
34Ibid. 
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The terrible events associated with Sherman's march 
through Sandersville have been described in the following 
manner: 
••• we were at breakfast when we heard 
firing of rifles and yelling of men, then 
came a clattering of horses ' hoofs and a 
rain of bullets on the roof. 
Wheeler's men went dashing by, firing as 
they went. The road was a mass of blue 
men, the surrounding field s were full of 
them. In a few minutes our house was 
filled with the surging mass. In a 
little while there was not a piece of 
china, silver, or even the table cloth 
left, and the food disappeared in a 
second. Fences were torn down, hogs 
shot, cows butchered, women crying, 
children screaming , pandemonium reigned ••• o 
From Saturday morning until Monday, many 
inhabitants had neither fodd nor water ••• 
not a chicken was left, not a hog, and 
only a few cows •••• The ground was strewn 
with food, carpets were drenched with 
syrup and then covered with meal. Negro 
soldiers entered 35ivate homes and searched for valuables •••• 
Late in the afternoon, Anthony learned Sherman had 
issued an order to apply the torch to the town the next 
morning at sunrise.36 The Yankees had remained in and around 
Sandersville all day and were to move forward the next day, 
firing the town as they left. The general informed Anthony 
that his house would be spared because he saved the life of 
Lieutenant Deason. He suggested that the pastor go to 
General Sherman ' s headquart ers and intercede in behalf of 
35Jones, Southern Women, p. 39. 
36Anthony, Life ~nd Sermons, p. 135. 
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the town. He also told the former that from what he had 
heard, he believed that General Sherman had been wrongfully 
informed about the citizens of Sandersville.37 
Reverend Anthony was escorted to Sherman ' s head -
quarters on the north side of the town. He met the general 
approximately a hundred yards from his tent with Generals, 
Logan and Davis. The escort introduced the minister to 
Sherman as "'the Rebel parson who saved one of our men from 
being shot. ,r 38 The preacher gave the Union commander his 
credentials to prove that he really was a minister of the 
Methodist faith. He then presented the paper, signed by 
Judge Hook, delivering to him the surrendered town. On 
reading the paper, Sherman replied, 11-·why did you not hand 
me this before we reached the town? I would have marched 
my men through town and nothing should have been injured 0 u39 
The prelate explained the utter impossibility of delivering 
the paper at that particular time. When asked if he had 
issued an order to burn the town the next morning, the 
g eneral replied in the affirmative. After Sherman informed 
him about the rumor of the citizens of Sandersville firing 
on his men, Anthony replied that the information was totally 
false and that besides himself, there were only four adult 
37Anthony, Life an£ Sermons, p. 1350 
JSibid., p. 138. 
39rbid. 
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white males in town.40 Three of these were elderly and all 
Ars had left before the Yankees came. Sherman then looked 
_ ng and intensely into Anthony's face. The latter tried 
to appeal to the tenderness of the general's heart, but 
feared that it would be a fruitless attempt. 
The preacher then proceeded to draw a picture of the 
terrible hardships that would befall the women and children 
of the town. He then remarked: 
General, no man can divine the fortunes of 
war. Suppose, while you are here marching 
through Georgia, that a body of our cavalry 
shoul.a go to the town or city 'Where your 
family is and burn your dwellings and turn 
your helpless ones out, without food or 
shelter, to come in contact with the pelt
4
-
1 ing s~orms and freezing blasts of winter. 
Tot is Sherman replied: 
There is no danger of that. General Thomas 
will +ake care of Hood, General Grant is in 
Lee's front and I 1 ll take Savannah and Charles-
town by a flank movement. Then, when I move 
up in Lee's rear, Grant in his front, what 
will ecome of Lee? You preachers ought to 
be out preaching peace and submis~ion to 
the best government in the world.~2 
A horrible picture then appeared in the preacher's 
mind in ,mich he saw the dwellings of the town in flame, 
the inhabitants screaming and weeping, and the Yankees 
riding a·ay from the burning structures toward the next 
' O Ella Mitchell, History of Washington Count! 
(Atlanta: C. P. Byrd, Printers, 1924}, p. 26. Here nafter 
cited as Mitchell, Washington County. See also Bascom 
Anthony, Fifty Years in~ Ministry, p. 27. 
41Anth(my, Life and Sermons, p. 137. 
42Ibid. 
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settlement. After all other efforts had failed, he then 
gave the 1tgran.d hailing sign of distress " used by Master 
Mason.s, and with all his powers made the fin.al appealo43 
He concluded by saying: 
My dear sir, we preach down South let 
politics alone. We preach Christ Jesus 
and the Gospel of peace, and leave to 
Caesar the things of state.o •• General, 
I have heard it said, utis not best 
to shout until one g ets out of the 
woods.a The fortunes of war may yet 
place you and your splendid army in the 
hands of those whor sicl you seek to 
conquer •••• I am he~e;-deneral, to plead 
for the shelters over the heads of these 
innocent women and children, whose hus -
bands and fathers are either in the 
field or have fallen in battle. Your 
soldiers have already taken all we have 
to eat. Now, if you burn our houses, 
what can save these people from starva-
tion and death? This, sir, is my final 
appeal t44 
The three generals then held a short conversation. 
in. Sherman's tent. General 3 herman then informed Anthony 
that on his assurm ce that the citizens of Sandersville 
did not fire on his men, he would revoke the order to burn 
the town, but would burn the courthouse and jail. The 
minister thanked him for sparing their homes and left to 
inform th~ citizens of the good news.45 
43cardon, nRev. J. D. Anthony, 11 p. 317. See also 
Luciaro L. Knight, Georgia's Landmarks, Memorials and 
Legends (2 vols.; Atlantat Byrd Printing Company,~14), 
rr,-Ic}2J. Hereinafter cited as Knight, Georgia's Legends. 




Early the next morning the Yankees burned the court-
house and jaii.46 The jail was destroyed because it had 
previously been used as a Confederate fort. The torch was 
also applied to a large factory that manufactured buckets 
and saddletrees for the Confederacy.47 Although Sherman 
had ordered his men to spare the dwellings of the inhabi-
tant s of the town, there was much l o ss of property.48 
On November Z( , 1864, the march was resumed from 
Sandersville to Louisville, Millen and Tennilleo49 In Millen 
the hotel, depot and a few other structures were razed, 
The railroad was destroyed from Atlanta to Savannah with 
great thoroughness. Rails were loosened from the ties, 
placed in piles, with the ties on top and burned. The rails 
were then · wrapped around trees s o that they could not be 
4 6 rn 1804, Aaron Burr spent the night in the Sanders-
ville jail enroute from New Orleans to Richmond, where he 
was to be tried for treason. Jones, Southern Women, p. 360 
See also Mitchell, Washington County, p. 27. - - -
47Mitchell, Washington County, p. 27. 
4 8Knight, Georgia Legends, II, 1023. For the 
route of Sherman ' s march from Atlanta to Savannah, see the 
map found on the following pag e which was taken from Draper, 
Civil War, III, 328. 
4 9Bryan T. Conn, Confederate Georgia (Athens, Ga.: 
University of Georgia Press, 1953 ), Pe 1700 Hereinafter 
cited as Conn, Confederate Georgia. The campaign through 
Georgia was a delightful picnic for the majority of Sherman's 
men. The farm-yards, cellars, and cribs were well stored 
with provisions and forage,1' ••• besides an occasional stiff 
horn of something g ood and strong, which according to the 
injunctions of holy writ, some took 1 fo r their stomach's 
sake. 11 t David P. Conyngham, Sherman I s March Through the 
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used again.SO The destruction of the railroads by the 
Yankees is described as follows: 
Tennille Station, November 28th --
The destruction of railroads in this 
campaign has been most thorough. The 
work on demolition on such long lines 
of road necessarily requires time, in 
order to prevent any serious delay of 
the movement of the army. The method 
of destruction is simple, but very 
effective. Two ingenious instruments 
have been made for this purpose. One 
of them is a clasp, which locks under 
the rail. It has a ring in the top, 
into which is inserted a long lever, 
and the rail is thus ripped from the 
sleepers. The sleepers are then piled 
in a heap and set on fire, the rails 
roasting in the flames until they bend · 
by their own weight. When sufficiently 
heated, each rail is taken off by wrenches 
fitting closely over the ends, and by 
turning in opposite directions, it is 
so twisted that even a rolling-machine 
could not bring it back into shape. In 
this manner we have destroyed thirty 
miles of rails which lay in the city of 
Atlanta and all on the Augusta and Atlanta 
Road from the last-named place to Madisono 
Besides the entire track of the Central 
of Georgia line, from a point a few miles 
east of Macon to the station where I am 
now writing ,..?l 
There had been no shortage of wholesome food in 
Sandersvilie, Tennille or Washingt on County until after 
Sherman's raid,.52 Sometimes tea and sugar could not be 
obtained, but wheat, corn and rye were abundant o There was 
50Randall, Civil War, p. 429. 
51George v,l. Nichols, The Story of the Great March 
(New York: Harper and Brothers, Publishers, 1~, P• 69. 
52Mitchell, History of Washington County, p. 27. 
milk, butter, chickens, eggs, pork (both fresh and cured ) , 
beef and mutton of excel.lent quality.53 In November, 1864, 
after approximately sixteen thousand Union troops swooped 
down upon the region, there was nothing left. Everyone 
suffered because of a scarcity of rations and s ome were 
forced to go to the camps that the Yankees had just vacated 
to pick up pieces of meat, potatoes, or breado54 The ghost 
of famine haunted the inhabitants over an area approximately 
forty miles wide reaching from Atlanta to ·savannah.55 
Due to the advance of Sherman's army into South 
Georgia, t he Annual Conference, scheduled for November, 1864, 
did not meet that year.56 The conference was first planned 
for Athens, but on demand was changed to Milledgeville and 
finally back to Athens to avoid the path of Sherman's marcho 
The conference eventually met January ~.-10, 1865, at which 
time J. D. Anthony was appointed Presiding Elder of the 
Sandersville District.57 
In the spring of 1865, the minister decided to take 
his invalid wife to Suwannee Springs, Florida, for treatment • . 58 
Her body continued to weaken fr om rheumatism, and her doctor 
believed that the sulphur water at the Springs might restore 
her health. 
(Macon: 
53Mitchell, History .of Washington County, p. 27. 
54Anthony, Life and Sermons, Po 141. 
55r.u tchell, History of Washingt on County, p. 27 . 
56Minutes of the South G8or~ia Conference, 1865 Burke, Boy1IT.n131':i.d Co., 1 6~, _r:r;--2. 
57Ibid. 
58Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 142. 
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The long journey, made by a two-horse carriage with 
a comfortable bed, was over two hundred and fifty miles and 
would be difficult for Emily Anthony. Accompanying Reverend 
Anthony and his wife were their eldest son, Bascom Anthony, 
and an elderly woman who would assist the invalid after their 
arrival at White Sulphur Springs.59 
A few mil e s out of Sandersville, the group passed 
many weary soldiers enroute home from the battlefield. The 
majority of these men had served in the army of General 
Joseph E. Johnston, who had surrendered April 26, 1865.6o 
Having reached the Ocmulg ee River in Telfair County, approx i-
mately eighty miles from home, the party was stopped by the 
Federal Cavalry. The commander of the troops informed the 
party that Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederacy, 
had left the capital at Richmond and was in that vacinity.61 
He then turned to the minister and declared, 1tA t this very 
hour, I am of the opinion that you are Jeff Davis. They say 
he has but one eye and I see that you have lost one of your 
,~62 A h . . eyes. · nthony then told t e commander that Davis mi ght 
have lost one eye, but the latter was much older and not half 
as g ood looking 1 The leader then turned and looked at Emily 
59Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. l~-2. 
60Johnston surrendered his army of 37,000 to Sherman 
at Durham, North Carolina. Randall, Civil War, p. 529. 




Anthony, lying in the back of the carriage and decided that 
she was the fleeing president in temale attire.63 In a few 
words she convinced him that she was but a poor afflicted 
woman and not Davis. Convinced that neither of the two were 
the Confederate president, the cavalry moved on. The next 
day the travelers learned that Jefferson Davis had been 
captured near Irwinsville, Georgia, only a few miles from 
their camp. 64 
The four arrived at the Springs late in April. On 
May 12, 1865, the husband left his wife in the care of a 
physician and returned to Sandersville.65 He was very busy 
during the next four months, caring for his children and 
managing the affairs of his district. He did not hear from 
his wife until the latter part of September. In December, 
1865, she returned to her family. 66 Anthony found her health 
much improved, but her shrunken muscles and enlarged joint s 
63Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 143. 
6L1.Hudson Strode, Jefferson Davis, Tragic Hero: 1864-
1889 (New York: Harcourt, 6 race and Company, 1957T:-p. 2200 
65Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 145 
66while at Sulphur Springs, Emily Anthony organized 
a class of young ladies and taught them the art of weaving 
various articles of jewelry from hair. She earned almost 
enough money to pay her med ical expenses. After her re-
t urn home, she · s uperintended the making of various kinds 
of h·air jewelry such as watch guard s, necklaces, and pins. 
In the space of less than two years, she earned nearly six 
hundred dollars, averaging about fifty dollars a month. 
Bascom Anthony, Fifty Years in the Ministry, p. 15. 
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had not greatly benefited from the use of the sulphur water, 
She lived approximately two years after her return.67 
67Anthony, Life ~nd Sermons, p, 152 0 
f 
CHAPTER VI 
RETURN TO ALABAMA 
From the latter part of 1865 through 1867, Colonel 
J. N. Gilmore employed J. D. Anthony to edit his newspaper in 
Sandersville, The Central Georgian. 1 This was the only paper 
published within the Sandersville District of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Southo 2 He was paid one hundred dollars per 
month for this work. During his editorship, the subscription 
list rose to several thousand, and during 1866 the actual income 
of the paper was approximately eight thousand dollarso3 
His wife's condition became so serious in the early 
part of 1867 that he resigned as Presiding Elder in order to 
care for her. He was appointed to the Sandersville Circuit 
for the year 1867 .~- It was now possible for him to leave home 
in the morning and drive to any of his churches and return 
by nightfallo The minister often stayed by his wife 1 s5 bedside 
lAnthony, Life and Sermons, p. 153 
2The Central Georgian was one of the more successful 
papers published by a small town in the state at that time. 
Conn, Confederate Georgia, p. 303. 
3Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 153. 
~-Ibid., p. 156. 
5Before her illness, Emily Anthony was neat and orderly 
in her house. She controlled her home with ease and quiteness 
and was famed for her Christian character and her uncomplaining 
spirito People came for miles to visit with her. Bascom Anthony, 
Fifty Years in the Ministry, p. 150 
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throughout the night, and without getting any sleep, drove 
sixteen miles to Bayspring and held services. After lunch 
he traveled on to Piney Mount, nine miles away, preached in 
the afternoon, then journeyed eight miles home and delivered 
the evening sermono6 On many occasions . he was not able to 
close his eyes during the nighto 
On the morning of May 18, 1867, Emily Baugh Anthony, 
1
~ ••• having been for three days and nights in the valley of the 
shadow of death, 11 7 passed from the pain and suffering of this 
life to a glorious triumph above. She often spoke of Heaven, 
and even in her weakened condition, she made the arrangements 
for her funeral. In planning her funeral she said: 
I wiil be buried next Sunday. Bishop Pierce 
can preach my funeral •••• I wish him to preach 
the sermon not because he is a Bishop, but 
because he always seemed to sympathize so 
much with me in my affliction, and then he 
is, I think, such a g ood man, and I hope the 
Lord will bless the sermon to the g ood of 
the living. It can do me no good, for I 111 
be in Heaven--the last battle fought and the 
glorious victory won.B 
She selected her funeral clothes and picked the spot for her 
' grave. S:he selected as a text the sixth verse of the twelfth 
chapter of Hebrews: "Whom the L,ord loveth He chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom He receiveth . 11 9 She requested Dr. James 
6Anthony, Life and S ermons, p. 1560 
7rbid., P• 1.54 
8rbid. ,, p. 15.5. 
9rb i d. 
Smith, one of her physicians, to administer the sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper to her with her husband and children. 
After Holy Communion she ask that the f a.mily sing 1t-on the 
Other Side of Jordan in the Sweet Fields of Eden.alO While 
they sand, she gently passed a.way. She died as she had lived, 
free from opiates and in full possession of all her mental 
faculties. 11 
Her requests were carried out as far as possible. 
Bishop Pierce delivered the sermon which was concluded with 
the following remark: '~This is surely the most triumphant death 
that it has ever been my privilege to funeralize--surely none 
could p ossibly be more triumphant1n 12 Her body was la.id to 
rest in Sandersville, before a large circle of family and 
friends. 
Not only did Emily Anthony plan for her funeral, but 
she chose a. step-mother for her children. 13 A niece, Josephine 
Alexander, had liv e d with the family during the illness 0 
The latter told the girl that she did not want her ever to 
marry, unless she would marry J. D. Anthony. She later re-
lated to her husband that, in order to care for their children--
Bascom, Tennie, Jim, Will and Lilla14--it was her wish that 
he marry Josephine Alexander. 
lOBa.scom Anthony, Fifty Years in the Ministry, p. 16. 
11Ibid. 
12Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 155. 
1 3Bascom Anthony, Fifty Years in the Ministr7, p. 17. 
14Farrell, History of the Miller Family, p. 4. 
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In carrying out his deceased wife's wish, he was married 
to J o sephine Alexander, September 30, 1867. 15 According to 
Bascom Anthony, she was an excellent mother. If she ever made 
any difference between the children of the former marriage and 
those she bore, it was not noticed.16 Six children were born 
to this second union: Mark, Mamie, Marvin, Belle, Harrie and 
Mattie. 17 
In November, 1867, J. D. Anthony decided that he should 
change climates because of his health. He transferred to the 
North Georgia Conference and was assigned to the Cumming Circuit 9 
which included all the Methodist churches in Forsyth County and 
a large portion of Dawson. 18 Successful revivals were held 
throughout the summer in each church and the total membership 
on the circuit continued to gr ow, He served the assignment 
faithfully throug h 1869. 
In November, 1869, desiring to be near his a ged parents,19 
J. D, Anthony moved his family to Elyton, Alabama, in what is 
15Biographical Souvenir, p. 250 
16Bascom Anthony, Fifty Years in the Ministry, p. 16. 
17Farrell, History of the Miller Family, p. 5. 
l8Minutes of the North Georgia Conference, 1867 (Nash-
ville: Southern Methodist Publishing House, 1867 ) ,~120 
l9whitfield Anthony's family suffered much during the 
early years of the Civil War from lack of economic necessities. 
The Southern armies, starving for food and supplies, seized his 
horses, cattle, and hogs and s ometimes destroyed his cropso He 
was remunerated by a written obligation of the Confederate Govern-
ment to repay the amount at a l a ter date which proved to be worth 
no more than the paper on which it was written. In the autumn of 
1 863, Anthony decided to seek a safer, more peaceful environment. 
He purchased about fifty acres of land aDd half-interest in a grist 
and saw mill at Elyton, Alabama. Farrell, History of the Miller 
Family, p. 2. See also Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 173, 
I ) 
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now Jefferson Countyo 20 He bought his father's interest in a 
grist and saw mill and approximately one hundred acres of land. 
Since the close of the war, his parents had been urging him to 
transfer to the Mobile Conference and seek assig nment near their 
home. The party arrived at Elyton late in November and s tarted 
a new home. Outbuildings were constructed, additional culti-
vatable lands were cleared, and a mill dam was built. 21 
The Mobile Conference, to which he desired to transfer, 
86 22 met at Selma, Alabama, December 7 -13, 1 9o Anthony, in 
company with Rev. J. G. Gurley, planned to travel approximately 
forty-five miles to Montevallo by buggy, and to take a train the 
remainder of the journey. 2 3 Extensive rains had caused high 
water and there were few bridges. While crossing a swollen 
stream the first night, both men were soaked with water. The 
wind was sharp and the ground was frozen. The two traveled a 
few miles in wet clothing and then decided that they would stop 
for the nig ht at the first house at which they could obtain 
lodging. After sighting a lighted farmhouse, the two stopped 
and begged permission to tarry for the night. To their disap-
pointment, they were refused. A few miles down the r oad, Rev. 
Gurley approached another house and was again refused. The 
two concluded that they were not in a locality friendly to 
20Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 169. 
21 Ibid., p. 170. 
22Ibid., pp. 174-175. 
231azenby, Methodism in Alabama, p. 383. 
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Methodist preachers. They a greed to alternate in hailing and 
supplicating permission to tarry for the night.24 
They traveled about twelve miles before finding a place 
to stay. Upon hearing that the proprietor was a Methodist and 
would allow the two accomodations, Rev. Gurley replied: "Thank 
God that we have found a man with a soul in him at last ~11·25 To 
Anthony this was one of the more fearful experiences of his life. 
At the close of the conference, the minister was appointed 
to Elyton and Crumley 1 s Chape1. 26 Elyton was the county seat 
of Jefferson County, 27 and he was to preach there three Sundays 
in each month, and one Sunday at Crumley's Chapel, which was 
the stronger '., of the two churches. J. D. Anthony's home was at 
Villag e Falls, twelve miles from Elyton and within five miles 
of the Chape1. 28 
In the latter part of 1870, the people of Elyton became 
excited over the prospects of obtaining wealth from the discov-
ery of mineral deposits. 29 Coal and iron ore wer.-e d i scovered in 
Jones Valley about two miles from the town. The S outh and North 
Railroad was surveyed toward Nashville, Tenne ssee, from the center 
of Elyton. Another railroad had been surveyed from Chattanoog a, 
24Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 175. 
251azenby, Methodism in Alabama, p. 383. 
26
Ibid., p. 384. 
27Anthony, Life and Ser~, p . 1770 
28
Ibid. 
29Ibid., p. 179. 
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Tennessee, and Meridian, Mississippi, crossing the South and 
North line near the main street of the community.JO The people 
throughout the area felt that an important city would develop 
here. The glory of the coming "magic city" was the main topic 
of conversation. Sunday was no exception to the discussion of 
the coming prosperityo31 
The result of the rumor that the two lines mi ght cross 
at Elyton caused land owners to purchase the surrounding property 
and sell this land at fabulous prices.32 One thousand dollars 
per front-foot on all business streets and avenues was consid-
ered to be quite cheapo33 No one thought these hig h prices might 
cause the management of the two roads to agree upon another 
location for the crossing. 
The real estate owners soon realized that they had " killed 
the goose that laid the g olden egg t ,, 34 The railroad officials 
purchased a large plantation at a relatively low price and placed 
the intersection of the two lines about two miles from the town.35 
Two years later the "Magic City" of Birmingham claimed about ten 
thousand inhabitants and the county seat was moved there.36 Prop-
erty at Elyton could now be bought at very low priceso 
30owen, History and Dictionary of Alabama, III, 141. 
31Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 177. 
;32Ibid o 
3 3 Ibid • , p o 178 o 
34Ibid 0 
35The leading businessman financier was Josiah Morris of 
Montgomery who formed the Elyton Land Company 9 Owen, History and 
Dictionary of Alabama, III, 140. 
36Anthony, Life and S ermons, p. 178. 
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On November 16, 1870, J. D. Anthony participated in 
the organization of the North Alabama Conference at Gadsden.37 
It was formed from territory occupied by the Montgomery, Mobile, 
Tennessee and Mississippi Conferenceo38 During the business 
session Anthony was appointed to the Committee on Education 
and the Conference Mission Board.39 He was pleasantly sur-
prised at the closing session to hear his name read as Presiding 
Elder to the Tuscaloosa District, one of the larger positions 
in the conference.L~O The Tuscaloosa District extended from the 
west side of Jefferson County to the Mississippi line and from 
the southern boundary of the North Alabama Conference to the 
dividing line of Walker, Fayette and Marion Countieso41 The 
district parsonage was located at Jasper, Alabama. 
The Annual Conference for 1871 met at Florence, Alabama, 
November 20-26, 1871.42 The North Alabama Conference made s ize-
able gai ns during its first year of existence. The total member-
ship within the conference for 1871 was 24,179 whites and 39 
37cardon, "Rev. J. D. Anthony," p. 317. 
38Lazenby, Methodism in Alabama, p . 373. 
39Minutes of the North Alabama Conference, 1870, Book A, 
p. 3. Copy found in the Alabama Department of Archives a~ -
History. (Handwritten). 
40Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 180 0 
4 1cardon, "Rev. J. D. Anthony, 11 Po 317. 
4 2w. T. Andrews, Memorial Sketches of the Lives and 
Labors of the Deceased Ministers of the North Alabama Confer-
ence, Methodfst Episcopal Church Soutfl; 1870-1912 (Nashville: 
Methodist Publi s hing House, 1912 ) , p. 8. 
) 
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colored as compared to 22,460 whites and 188 colored for 1870.43 
During the business session, J. D. Anthony offered the following 
resolu tion which was unanimously adopted: 
Resolved, That in the event of the death 
of one of the members of this Conference, either 
Lay or Clerical, it shall be the du ty of the 
Committee on Public Worship to appoint some 
minister of this body to preach a Fuferal Sermon 
in memory of such departed brothers. ~4 
At the close of the conference, Anthony was re-appointed Pre-
siding Elder of the Tuscaloosa District. He continued on this 
assignment through the latter part of 187 304.5 
In the summer of 1873, Reverend Anthony accepted an 
invitation to address the people of Birmingham on 'tThe Evils of 
Intemperance. 114 6 Upon arriving in the city, he found that the 
people were dying at a rapid rate from an epidemic of Asistic 
cholera.47 In the space of five hours, he counted hearses 
bearing seventeen corpses to the cemeteryt He was informed 
that the're had been over five hundred deaths in the city within 
two weeks and that a large number who had left the city to get 
away from the fearful disease had died within a few hours after 
43Lazenby, Methodism in Alabama, Po 380. 
44Minutes of the North Alabama Conference, 1871, 
Book A, p. 33. Copy found in the Alabama Department of Archives 
and History. (Handwritten). 
4.5Ibid., p. 63. S ee also "'Appointments of the North 
Alabama Conference, "' The Tuscaloosa Times, December 4, 1872. 
4 6cRrdon, "Rev. J. D. Anthony,n, p. 3170 
47Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 191. 
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leaving.48 On the day that Anthony arrived, the city officials 
issued an order prohibiting all public gatherings. 
He left the next morning for Village Falls where his 
son William and his family resided.49 After having driven about 
ten miles, he was suddenly attacked by the fatal di sease. Rev. 
Anthony described that fearful moment in the following manner; 
I knew that I was the victim of that awful 
plague l I feared that I would succumb before 
I could reach my children and parents, although 
I only had two miles to drive. Through inde-
scribable suffering, ••• I succeeded in reaching 
my son's home. I told the family that I was 
suffering from ••• cholera. They helped me ••• to 
bed, and did all they could do to relieve me, 
assisted by my a ged father and mother. I asked 
if they had ••• spirits of turpentine, and was 
informed that they had nearly one gallon. I 
ask them to give me about ten drops in a cup 
of water and repeat it after I vomited, and 
to keep it up as l ong as the vomiting contin-
ued •••• This treatment was adhered to, ••• and 
to it, under the blessing of God, I owe my 
recovery! So said every doctor who learned 
of the treatment ~nd who had experience with 
the dread malady.jO 
The attack lasted for approximately twenty-six hours. One week 
later he found that his weight had been reduced by seventy - five 
4 8The epidemic lasted for about four weeks, reaching its 
climax about the first week of July. Over ninety percent of those 
who were attacked by the fatal disease died. The disease pre-
vailed primarily among the poorer class of people. Those who 
were unable to secure necessary medicine, nursing and comforts 
were the greatest sufferers. A number of those who died were 
buried by charity, and in some instances, widows and orphans 
were left without any means of support. "An Appeal," The 
Birmingham News, July 9, 1873. See also nBirming ham Attacked 
by Cholera,1T'rfuscaloosa Blade, July 17, 18730 
49Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 192. 
50ibid., pp. 192-193. 
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pounds.51 He suffered from the effects of the disease for the 
next two years. 
On the day after his attack, someone incorporated the 
name of J. D. Anthony on the list of mortalities occurring 
during the preceding twenty-four hours. The news of the ''Death 
of Rev. J. D. Anthony, Presiding Elder of the Tuscaloosa Dis-
trict, ,~52 soon spread throughout the area. His obituary was 
written in a number of newspapers of the district. The friends 
of Anthony in the various stations, circuits, and mis sions held 
memorial serviceso A total of sixteen services were held.53 
Three or four weeks later, he was taken to the district parsonage 
at Jasper, Alabama. 
Several weeks later, Anthony, althoug h quite weak, 
attended a camp-meeting at Perry Camp Ground. The camp -ground 
was located near the Mississippi line and was reached by horse 
and buggy.54 The preacher was delivering the morning sermon 
when Rev. and Mrs. Anthony arrived. The road traveled by the 
two brought them directly to the entrance of the arbor. As he 
walked up to the pulpit, the congregation gazed toward the 
approaching figure. The preacher s topped and turned toward 
Anthony. S omeone exclaimed, 1tHe is not dead l'~ Another responded, 
"If so, he has risen a gain t111 55 The service endech pd 1IL '. pan:ic t: tate 
51Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 1940 
52cardon, " Rev. J. D. Anthony," p. 317. 
53Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 1 % .• 
54rbid. 
55Ibid., p. 950 
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seemed to permeate all present. Everyone rejoiced and thanked 
God for hav ing spared their minister ' s life. 
The Tuscaloosa District was one of the more pr ogressive 
districts of the North Alabama Conference in 187 3. At the Annual 
Conference, which met at Talladega, November 1 9~25, 1873,56 Rev. 
Anthony gave the following report of his district ' s work f or 
the year: 
Supt. and Teachers- - 236 
Sunday School- - 1, 7 39 
Volumes in Library--1,002 
Requicites- - 23 0 
Visitors Taken- - 27 2 
Magazines-65 
Old Letters Received- - 150 
Money Expended--$391.25 57 
He also g ave a repor t of the Visiting Committe e of the Tusca-
loosa Female College Serving as c ommittee chairman, he reported 
that the F emale College " had undergone a complete transformation 
and continu ed to operate under flou rishing c o nditions. 1115 8 Dn 
the third ballot, J. D. Anthony was select e d by his colleagues 
to represent the North Alabama Conference in May, 1874, at the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South in 
Louisville, Kent ucky. Others selected as clerical deleg ates 
were Noah Lupton, W. B. Wood, R . A. Haraway, and M. K, Tayloro59 
At the close of the confer e nce, Reverend Anthony was appointed 
Presiding Elder to the Birmingham District. 6 0 
56Minutes o f the Nor th Alabama Conference, 1873, Book 
A, p. 84 . Copy f ound in the Alabama Department of Archiv~ 
and His tory . (Handwritten ) o 
57rbid,, p. 107. 
58La z enby, Methodism in Alabama, p. 387. 
5911 History of t h e North Alabama Conference II Alabama 
Christian Advocate, April 14 , 193e. Hereinafter cited as Advocate . 
b Oibid. 
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The seventh General Conference of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church, South, met May 1~6, 1874, as scheduledo6l One 
hundred and ninety-four delegates attended. The Pive delegates 
representing North Alabama traveled by train to the conference.62 
At the meeting, the following standing committees were named: 
Itinerancy, Books and Periodicals, Episcopacy, Temperance, 
Revisal, Missions, Boundaries, Sunday Schools, Education and 
Finance. J. D. Anthony was appointed to the Committees on 
Boundaries and Temperanceo63 To be able to represent his church 
organization at the sessions of the General Conference was one 
of the greatest honors of the prelate ' s life. 
The Annual Conference for 1874 met at Huntsville the 
second week of December. A division occurred in the church at 
Gadsden Station during the year which caused a decrease both 
in membership and financial supporto Two opposing parties 
continued to degrade the church by arguing over the doctrines 
of the Methodist faith. The loyal members of the church approached 
Bishop Dogg ett at the Annual Conference and urged him to appoint 
Reverend Anthony t o the Gadsden Station. They believed that 
he could heal the breach between the two parties. 64 After the 
61J·ournal of the General Conference, 187y. (Nashville: 
Met h odist Publishing House, 1874 ) , p. 360. Hereinafter cited 
as General Conference. 
62Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 197. 
6 3General Conference, p. 396. See also "General Con-
ference Proceedings, 11 The Christian Advocate, May 14, 1874. 
64Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 198. 
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Bishop explained the situation to Anthony, the latter agreed 
and was appoint ed to the Gadsden Station for the year 1875.65 
The work at Gadsden Station was difficult for J. D. 
Anthony. One of the parties was convinced of the wrong it had 
done the church and attempted to make amends. The other party 
was determined that the wounds not be allowed to heal. The 
work required a large amount of patience, Christian forbear-
ance, and , incessant prayer for Divine guidance. By the end of 
the year, the church was still operating and the alienated 
elements, to a large extent, were united and had settled their 
differences. 66 
Tµe sessions of the Annual Conference of 1875 were quite 
interesting to the preacher. They were held in Birmingham, 
November 17-23, 1875067 A controversy developed over the 
actions of Rev. J. G. Gurley, with whom Anthony had developed 
a close friendship while serving the Mobile Conference. When 
the name of Rev. Gurley was called to have hi s character approved, 
the following charge was made against him by Rev. Anson West: 
Charged against Rev. J. G. Gurley in his offi-
cial administration: He is guilty of Maladmin-
i~trat ion in his official rulings and proceedings, 
had in the appeal case of J. N. Horn, in the 
Quarterly Conference held for Gadsden Station, 
Guntersville District, North Alabama Conference, 
December 12, 1874 . 
65Minutes of the Nor th Alabama Conference, 1874, Book A, 
p, 1360 Copy foundin the Alabama Department of Archives and -
History. (Handwritten ) . 
66Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 198. 
6 7Minu tes of the North Alabama Conference, 1875, Book~, 
p. 141. Copy f ou ndin the Alabama Department of Archives and 
History. Hereinafter cited as Minu tes, 1875 0 
I ' 
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1. In rendering an illegal decision, and in 
annulling the legal deci s ions and proceed-
ings of the Court below which tried J. N. 
Horn in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, in Gadsden Station, North Alabama 
Conference, on the 23rd and 24th days of 
September, 18740 
2. In permitting the said Quarterly Confer -
ence to reverse the verdict of the trial 
below, on the grounds of the illegality 
of the proceedings of the court below, 
when on that grounds, the Quarterly 
Conference could not do more than send 
it back for a new trial. 
November 17, 1875 Anson West 68 
The question arose whether it was lawful for a Quarterly Con-
ference, upon finding maladministration in a trial, to reverse 
upon the grounds of illegality, the verdict of that trial. The 
Annual Conference finally reached the following deci sion: The 
Quarterly Conference could not reverse the verdict of a trial. 
For irregular or illegal proceedings, the proper course would 
be to remove the case for a new trialo Ans o n West then offered 
the following re s olution which was adopted by a rising vote: 
Wherea s , the decision made by the Bishop 
presiding upon the question of law involved in 
the case reverse th.e rulings made by Bro. Gurley 
••• and whereas the correction of Bro. Gurley 1 s 
administration is a ll that is necessary in the case, 
no moral obliguity having been charged against him--
Resolved, That his character pass 0 
Anson West69 
68Minutes, 1875, pp. 145-146. 
69Minutes of the No~th Alabama Conference, 1875, Book 
B, p. 56. Copy found-rri: the Alabama Department of 7-rrc'fiiv~ 
and History. (Handwritten ) . 
I , 
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Due to the weakened condition of his lungs , J. D. 
Anthony decided to return to the S outh Georgia Conference at 
the close of 1875. The following resolution was offered at 
the Annual Conference: 
Resolved , That we hear with regre t that 
Bro. J. D. Anthony is g o ing to leave us; we 
will ever cherish a pleasant remembrance of 
his stay, and labors among us; and that he 
will be accompanied wherever he goes, with 
our prayers, and best wishes for his future 
welfare and success in the mini s try. 
J.M. Boland 
W. H. Armstrong 
B. F .Lanabee 70 
With a sad heart . J . D. Anthony bade his colleagues 
adieu on the last day of the conference. The condition of 
his lungs necessitated a milder and dryer climate. His finan-
cial condition also demanded a change. Although he had earned 
a small amount of money in the purchase of a newspaper, The 
Mountain Eagle at Jasper,71 the preacher had not regained the 
heavy loss sustained in the destruction of his mill property.72 
The following tribute was paid J. D. Anthony in an article 
which appeared in The Christian Advocate, December 10, 1875: 
70Minutes, 1875, P• 154. 
71The Mountain Eagle was a weekly newspaper established 
at Jasper in 1872 and became the leading voice of the Democra -
tic of Walker County during the 1870 1 s. " News Item, " The 
Tuscaloosa Blade, June 5, 1873 . 
72Accord i n g to an articl e published in The Chr is tian 
Advocate, Anthony lost three thousand dollars during the six 
years of his connection with the North Alabama Conference . 
nRev. J. D. Anthony, 11 The Christian Advocate, December 10, 1875. 
Hereinafter cited as TneChristian Advocate;" December 10, 1875. 





Rev. J. D. Anthony 
This esteemed brother and fellow-laborer 
in Christ, after an incessant and successful 
ministerial labor among his native hills of 
his own loved North Alabama ••• announces his 
intention to return to the South Georgia Con-
ference •••• Theo •• announcement will be received 
with regret by the many whoo •• respect him for 
his Biblical information, to love him for his 
ready Christian sympathy, to venerate him for 
his wisdom and piety, and to confide in him 
because of his indubitable solicitude for the 
welfare of everybody, and ••• for his zeal in 
the cause of religion, and in the ••• best 
interests of the church ••.• 
In the transfer ••• North Alabama Confer-
ence has lost a profound thinker , a great 
worker, a consecrated Christian of the nobler 
type •••• 
•• • we are better for his having been with 
us •.•• He has left a leaven of truth, power 
and a devotion premeating every soul that 
came under his influence •••• In reluctantly 
giving Bro. Anthony back to the South Georgia 
Conference, we present, with our congratulations, 
a man whom we tenderly love and highly appre-
ciate for his many excellent traits. 1i e can only 
say, we have tried him and " find no fault in him. ' l 
He has proven himself a "workman indeed," and 
comes back to you amid the tears and sad fare-
wells of a host of friends ••.• Long will the 
hills and valleys of North Alabama reverberate 
with his eloquence, and the thousands who hung 
in breathless silence of his ministry will rise 
up and call him blessed. 
North Alabama Conference73 
73The Christian Advocate, December 10, 187.50 





At the Annual Conference, which met at Americus, 
December 15-21, 1875, J. D. Anthony was re-admitted to the 
South Georgia Conference and appointed to the Sandersville 
and Tennille Charge. 1 The minister s oon moved his family to 
that location, and in the early part of the next year, he pur-
chased a local newspaper, The Herald and Georgian. 2 The 
past or was greatly pleased to be re-united with the flock with 
which their relations had been s o gratifying during the war. 
While editing the newspaper, Anthony became quite in-
terested in the political activities of his state and nationo 
He wrote editorials on the affairs of government in Washington 
County and took an active stand on some of the major issues 
that confronted the people. On January 31, 1877, he wrote 
as follows: 
Sandersville, Ga. 
January 31, 1877 
Governor Colquitt: Dear Brother , ••• we are 
likely to have a county court ••• for Washington 
County. All right--but I am informed that 
you have IJ llegibleJ to appoint S. M. Robinson 
lMinutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1875 
(Columbus: J. W. Burke and Company, 1875), p. 21. 
2Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 210. 
I I 
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Judge of that court. I fe e l it to be my 
duty to say to you in my ••• capacity ••• as 
a citizen, editor and minister of the 
Gospel ••• that I am confident you could 
make no appointment that would be so 
obnoxious to the intelligent citizens 
of this county •••• 
I speak advisedly when I say I 
know that the appointment of Co].. E. 
S. L a ng rnade will g ive ••• satisfaction 
to the ••• citizens, worthy and every 
way qualified •••• our p eople outside 
of a very small clique will defricate 
the appointment of the former and rejoice 
at the appointment of the lattero 
I assure you ••• I would not have 
written ••• had I not believed it a duty 
I owe to morals and g ood citizenship •••• 
( Of course, I prefer as a minister 
that what I have said be kept between us. 
Yet, I am the servant of the public and 
have written in the interest of the public 
good ) • 
Very Truly and Trustworthy, 
J. D. Anthony3 
The name of Colonel Langrnade wa s sent to the Senate 
which f ailed to confirm his appointment. After learning of 
this, the editor wrote to the g overnor in the following manner: 
Sandersville, Ga. 
February 24, 1877 
Governor A. W. Colquitt: ••• I learned that 
the Senate failed to confirm the appointment 
of Col. Langrnade to the positio n of county 
Judge of o •• Washington County o 
••• s ome of the friends of Col. E.W. 
Cullens have recommended his appointment to 
that position. I wish to say that he is 
eminently qualified for the position, having 
3J. D. Anthony to Governor A. wr. Colquitt, Personal 
Letter, January 31, 1e770 Orig inal copy found in the Georgia 
Department of Archives and History, Atlanta, Georgiao 
I I 
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sat on the circuit bench, and filled other 
important positions. 
The press and public will approve of. 
and sustain him in that position. 
Very Respectfully, 
J, D. Anthony4 
At the close of 1877, the prelate was named to the 
Washington Circuit.5 Anthony continued to edit The Herald 
and Georgian until the close of 1878, at which time he was 
forced to sell the paper because of heavy financial losses. 6 
The Annual Conference for 1878 was held at Thomasville, 
Georgia, December 11-16.7 Anthony was selected as Presiding 
Elder of the Dublin District, and the preacher soon moved his 
family to Spring Hill, in Montgomery County. He chose this 
place because the district high school was located here and 
his children could therefore have good educational advantages 
and be at home with their mother while he was necessarily 
absent. 8 
The most outstanding accomplishment during his first 
year as head of this district was in the construction of a 
4J. D. Anthony to Governor A. W. Colquitt, Personal 
Letter, February 24, 1877, Original copy found in the Georgia 
Department of Archives and History, Atlanta, Georgia. 
5Minutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1877 (Macon : 
J. W. Burke and Company, 1877), p. 8. 
6Index to Deeds and Mortgages, Book Q, Washington 
County, Georgia, p. 731. Copy found on microfilm in the Georgia 
Department of Archives and History. 
?Minutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1878 (Ma con: 
J. W. Burke and Company, 1878), p. 10. 
8Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 218. 
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number of houses of worship. Upon arriving at Spring Hill, 
the Presiding Eld er found that there was not a sufficiently 
large and respectable church between Brusnwick and Macon. 
The r e was not an edifice that was worthy of the name ' ttr ch u:v.c h 
building" between Cothran and Jesup, a distance of one hundred 
and ten miles.9 
A beautiful house of worship was dedicated at Eastman 
in the latter part of 1879. At the termination of the quad-
rennium, churches of sufficient size had been built at Spring 
Hill, McRae, Chauncey, McVille, Lumber City, Hazlehurst, Graham, 
Baxley, Pine Grove, Odum, Towns, Dempsey and Empire . 10 A 
number of parsonages were also constructed throughout the dis -
trict . 
Anthony was re - appointed as Presiding Elder of the 
Dublin District at the Annual Conference for 1879 . 11 He con -
tinued on this assignment for the next two years . 12 At the 
close of 1880, the name was changed to Eastman District. 13 
In 1881 . the Eas t man District was one of the more pr os -
perous districts of the conference. It consisted of the follow -
9Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 219 
lOibid., pp. 220 - 221 . 
llMinutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1879 (Nash-
ville: PublishingHouse of the Methodist Episcopal Chur ch, 
South, 1879), p. 9 . 
12Minutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1880 (Atlanta: 
Foote and Davies Company, 1880), p. 8. See also "South Georgia 
Conference," Wesleyan Christian Advocate, December 17, 1881. 
Hereinafter cited as Wesleyan Advocate, December 17, 1881. 
13Mrs. Wilton P. Cobb, History of Dodge County (Atlanta: 
Foote and Davies Company, 1932), p . 178. 
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ing: Eastman, McRae, Graham, Jacksonville, Ocmulgee, Spring 
Hill, Sumertown, South Bartow1, Mill Ray, Wrightsville, Dublin, 
Excelsior Mission, Bryan and Eastman District High Schooi.14 
At the close of 1882, the preacher was transferred to 
the Waycross District as Presiding Elder.15 He continued in 
·this position through 1884. 16 While serving in that capacity, 
J. D. Anthony was diligently occupied transacting the business 
of the district. The majority of these activities were con-
ducted through the Quarterly Conference in each circuit, of 
which financial affairs occupied the largest amount of time. 
From the proceedings of the second ~uarterly Conference, held 
at St. Mary's, in Camden County, May 19, 1883, one can better 
understand the financial activities associated with the func -
tions of a church. The Quarterly Conference Record Book revealed 
the following information: 
Question 8 --What amount has been raised the 
present quarter for the support 
of the ministry? 
Answer --One hundred and forty - six dollars. 
One hundred and twenty-six paid to 
Rev. J. E. Rorie, P. C.; forty 
dollars paid Rev. J. D. Anthony, 
p. E. 
14wesleyan Advocate, December 17, 1881. 
1511south Georgia Conference," Wesleyan Christian Ad-
vocate, December 23, 1882. See also Minutes of the South 
Georgia Conference, 1882 (Nashville: University Press, 1882), 
p. 13. 
16Minutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1883 (Nash-
ville: University -P-ress, 1883) , p. 9. See also "South Georgia 
Conference," Wesleyan Christian Advocate, December 19, 1883. 
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Question 12--What is being done for the 
cause of missions? 
Answer --Thirty dollars has been 
raised, ••• 
Question 13--What is being done for the 
cause of education? 
Answer --Forty dollars raised.17 
The third Quarterly Conference was held at St. Mary ' s, October 
6, 1883. For the quarter, the minister in charge received a 
salary of one hundred fifty-four dollars, while the Presiding 
Elder received forty-five dollars.18 At the first Quarterly 
Conference at White Oak Methodist Church of the Waycross Dis-
trict that same year, Anthony was paid fifty dollars for the 
quarter. 19 
The Annual Conference for 1884_ was held at Savannah, 
December 17-22. 20 During the sessions, the Brunswick District 
was created from territory embraced in the Dublin and Waycros s 
Districts. J. D. Anthony was appointed Presiding Elder to the 
17Quarterly Conference Record Book, Second Quarterly 
Conference, May 19, 1883, St. Mary's Charge, Waycross District, 
South Georgia Conference, p. 42. Handwritten copy found in the 
Georgia Department of Archives and History. 
18Quarterly Conference Record Book, Third Quarterly 
Conference, October 6, 1883, St. Mary I s· Charge, ,~~aycross 
District, South Georgia Conference, p. 60. Handwritten copy 
found in the Georgia Department of Archives and History. 
l9Quarterly Conference Record Book, First Quarterly 
Conference, May 10, 1883, White Oak Charge, ·way cross District, 
South Georgia Conference, p. 51. Handwritten copy found in the 
Georgia Department of Archives and History. 
2011.south Georgia Conference," We sleyan Christian Advo-
cate, December 24_, 18840 
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new district. 21 He was appointed to this position f our years 
consecutivelyo 22 On this assignment, he had an experience 
paralleded by that of few, if any, itinerant Methodist min-
isters: He acted in this capacity for a part of this territory 
six years successivelyl Due to his length of service as Pre-
siding Elder and dedication to the work of the church in the 
Wiregrass section2 3 of Georgia, the people of this region termed 
the minister '~Bishop of the Wiregrass. 'b24 Although he contin-
ued as Presiding Elder, many referred to him as 1ttheir Bishop."1 
At the conference in 1888, the preacher agreed to head 
an agency sponsored by the South Georgia Conference called 
the Sustentation Fund. He held this post for two years. 25 
The organization proposed to raise, if possible, one hundred 
21Minutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1884 
( Columbus: Thomas Gilbert, Printer, lB"BDl, p. 13 0 
22ns outh Georgia Conference, , t Wesleyan Christian Advo-
cate, December 16, 1885. See also Minutes of the South Georgia 
Conference, 1886 (Atlanta: Foote and Davies Company, 1886), 
p. 12 and "'South Georgia Conference, 1~ Wesleyan Christian Advo-
cate, December 21, 1887. 
2 3The wiregrass section is that region of South Georgia 
where the grass grows rather stubby, equal to short, fine wire 
protruding outward. Folks Huxley, The History of Brooks CountK, 
Georgia, 1858-1948 (Athens: The McGregor Company, 1949), p. l+o 
2L~Alfred M. Pierce, !!:_ History of Methodism in Georgia 
(Atlanta: North Georgia Historical Society, 19561", p. 245. 
Hereinafter cited as Pierce, Methodism in Georgia. 
25Minutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1888 (Nash-
ville: PublishingHouse of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, 1888 ) , p. 13. See also "South Georgia Conference, " 
Wesleyan Christian Advocate, December 24, 1890. Hereinafter 
cited as Wes~an Advocate, December 2L~, 18900 
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thousand dollars, which was to be applied to the relief of 
disabled and superannuated ministers. 26 Anthony traveled over 
the area, preaching and lecturing on the importance of the 
fund and the liberality of the people for contributions. Dur-
ing his rounds, the agent found that the majority of members 
were opposed to the fund. During the two years devoted to 
this task, he secured, in notes and cash, approx imately seven-
teen thousand dollars. 27 At the Annual Conference for 1890, 
he recommended that there be no agent appointed for the ensuing 
year and his colleagues concurredo28 
Anthony: 
The following sketch appeared in 1889, honoring J. D. 
The Reverend J. D. Anthony, Presiding 
Elder of the Brunswick District, ••• is a 
strong man in both mind and body, with clean 
perception, sound judgement, extensive know-
ledge, chaste imagination, positive convic-
tions, energetic habits, and the manners of 
a courteous, gential Christian gentleman, 
whose abilities command respect, and whose 
preaching is persuasive and turns many to 
righteousnesso ••• under his administration 
all the interests of the church are cared 
for wisely and efficiently.29 
At the Annual Conference for 1890, which met at Cor-
dele, December 13-19, the minister was chosen Presiding Elder 
26Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 233. 
27Ibid., p. 23L~. 
28wesleyan Advocate, December 24, 1890. 
29Biographical Souvenir, p. 26. 
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of the E~stman District. He served the district faithfully 
through the close of 1894o30 
J. D. Anthony ' s service as Presiding Elder was recog-
nized in the following account which appeared in 1895: 
Rev. James Anthony, ••• Presiding Elder 
Eastman District, ••• with the exception of 
two years ••• has continued ••• from the time he 
was first appointed. Mr. tmthony has traveled 
so long and extensively in that portion of 
the state that people call him '~Bishop of the 
Wiregra.ss. " His present district is one of 
the largest in the state •••• in addition to 
his religious ••• labor, Mr. Anthony is an ardent 
and active worker in the temperance and educa-
tional fields, in which causes his powerful 
influence is extensively and influentially 
felt.31 
Due to his weakened condition, Anthony resigned as 
Presiding Elder in 1895 and was appointed to the Mount Vernon 
Circuit.32 His remaining two years in the active ministry 
were spent at the Statesboro Stationo33 On October 24, 1896, 
this humble servant celebrated a half-century in the Methodist 
ministry. Of his class of twenty -three who were admitted to 
3011'South Georgia Conference, " Wesleyan Christian Advo-
cate, December 9, 1891 and nsouth Georg ia. Conference, tG Wesleyan 
Christian Advocate, December 21, 1892. · See also Minutes of 
the South Georgia Conference, 1893 (Charleston: Smith and 
Hall, Printers, 1893), P• 9~ 
3l•tRev. J. D. Anthony, " Memoirs of Georg ia, II, 869-870. 
32Minutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1895 (Mac on: 
J. w. Burke and Company, 1895), Po 12. See also " South Georg ia 
Conference, " Wesleyan Christian Advocate, December 18, 18950 
33 11 s outh Georg ia Conference, " Wesleyan Christian Advo-
cate, December 16, 1896~ Hereinafter c ited as Wesleyan Advocate 
December 16, 1896. See also Minutes of the South Georgia Con-
ference, 1896 (Nashville: PublishingHouse of the Methodi~ 
Episcopal Church, South, 1896 ) , p. 150 
i l 
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the work of the Methodist faith in 184 6, only three were 
living at the time.34 
At the Annual Conference for 1896, the assemblage 
passed a resolution of gratitude and requested that he preach 
a semi-centennial sermon.35 The resolution included the fol-
lowing: 
That , having completed his fiftieth 
year "a'san itinerant, Rev. J. D. Anthony be 
requested to preacho •• during the c onference 
a semi-centennial sermono 
w. E. Mumford36 
He delivered the sermon at the closing session with a great 
deal of sadness and also humbleness.37 
Sadness filled the heart of J. D. Anthony as he attended 
his last Annual Conference as an active minister in Savannah, 
8 38 December 1-6, 1 97. During hi s fifty years of s ervice, he 
had participated in many such meetings. He had made many new 
friends and had grown to love and revere his colleagues. The 
sacrament of Holy Communion was administered during the opening 
session by G. N. MacDonell, A. M. Wynn, W. H. Thomas and J. D. 
34Anthony, Life and Sermons, p. 2380 
3.5wesleyan Advocate, December 16, 1896. 
36Ibid. 
37Anthony, Life and Sermons, Po 240. 
38Minutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1897 (Macon: 
J·. W. Burke and Company, 1897 ) , p. l Oo Hereinafter cited as 
Minutes, 1 8 97. 
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Anthony.3 9 In the closing session, the itinerant was honored 
with the following resoluti on: 
WHEREAS, Our beloved Bro. J. D. Anthony 
the "Bishop of the Wiregrass, 11 has given so 
many of his useful and eventful years to the 
Methodist itineracy; and 
WHEREAS , He is now compelled from age 
and physical infirmity, to retire from the 
active ministry to await the Master's call 
when He shall say to him, ,tit is enough; 
come up higher, '' therefore be it 
RESOLVED, That we come forward and 
lay upon the Secretary's table whatever 
may be in our hearts to give as a token 
of our great love for him as a man, and 
fearless minister of Christ~ 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 
J. L • S crugg s 
J. o. Branch 
J. W. Hinton 
A. M. Wynn 
J.B. McGhee.40 
From the time he was superannuated until h is death, 
the minister lived with his eldest son, Bascom Anthony, in 
Savannah.41 He was appointed in 1898 to complete the unex-
pired term of his son on the Vineville Charge when the latter 
was transferred to Columbus.42 His body grew progressively 
weaker through the latter part of 1898. 
39nsouth Georgia Conference, tt Wesleyan. Christian 
Advocate, December 15, 1897. See also Minutes, 1897, p. 14. 
40Minutes, 1897, pp, 27-280 
4 1J. D. Anthony was married to Anna Wiggins, widow of 
Rev. L.G. Wigg ins, July 21, 1890. License Book: Volume~, 
Muscogee County Records, p. 89. 
4 2 ,r.Rev. J. D. Anthony Dead, '~ Wesleyan Christian Advo-
cate, February 1, 1899 . Hereinafter citea as .\,Jesleyan Aa"vo'cate, 
February 1, 18990 
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On the morning of January 26, 1899, ttReverend J. D. 
Anthony ••• was promoted from the work in the church militant 
to the glory of the church triumphant. 1~43 Only ten days 
prior to his death, he wrote the following to his daughter, 
Tennie Renfroe: i t ••• if the Lord wishes to call me hence, I 
am ready. I l eave it all with God.n44 Suffering for weeks 
before his death, he repeated over and over, 1tvi tal spark 
of heavenly flame, Quit, 0 quit this mortal frame. 1~45 His 
last coherent statement was as follows: 
I am dying , and it is well, for I do not 
care to live any longer than I can be useful. 
I would like to live five years longer, that 
I might win laurels on many well fought 
battlefield, and lay them as trophies at my 
Master ' ~ feet, but that
4
i can not. The end 
is nearo So may it be. 
His last act was to express appreciation, through a wan smile, 
for a bit of crushed ice he received from his daughter. With 
her h and in his, he quietly fell sleep, passing away without 
a sigh or groan. Two days later, his body was laid to rest 
at Sandersville beside that of his first wife .4 7 
During the last three years of his life, Anthony spent 
a large portion of his time compiling his autobiography, Life 
and Sermons of Rev.~ D. Anthony. Even after his death, an 
43aRev. J. D. Anthony, 1t Wesleyan Christian Advocate, 
March 22, 1899. Hereinafter cited as Wesleyan Advocate, March 
22, 1899. See also nRev. J. D. Anthony Dies at Savannah,'t The 
Atlanta Journal, January 27, 1899. 






advertisement for his cherished work appeared in the Wesleyan 
Christian Advocate.48 
The ministry of J. D. Anthony touched the lives of 
many people. It has been estimated that this humble itinerant 
converted more than thirty thousand to Methodism.49 Bishop 
Haygood called him the Christian Evans of Southern Methodism.50 
Various tributes were paid the deceased ":Bis hop • 11 The 
following appeared in the Wesleyan Christian Advocate, February 
1, 1899: 
This grand and noble servant of God ••• was 
one of the most useful and successful preachers 
as we have ever knowo. He was a strong defender 
of the doctrines of the churcho••• His popular-
ity was unbounded. Wherever he preached the 
people flocked to hear him. Thousands have 
been converted u nder his able ministry, and those 
of them who are living will miss him and mourn 
his death ••.• 51 
George Go Smith, ·author of a well-known history of 
Georgia Methodism, wrote ' the following: 
J·ames Anthony ••• was a man of wonderful imag ina-
tion and a great fluency, and his words were 
well chosen. He knew the way to the hearts of 
the people and was wonderfully popu lar and 
successful from the beginning ••••••• he was 
remarkably successful as a Presiding Elder in 
the wiregrass section, and was known as "'Bishop 
of the Wiregrass. 1t52 
4 81~My Book Again, n Wesleyan Christian Advocate, February 
1, 18990 
49Minutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1899, p. 70. 
50christian Evans was a one-eyed Methodist minister who 
labored in the South during the early 1800 1 s. Wesleyan Advo -
cate, February 22, 18990 
51 11 Rev. J. D. Anthony," Wesleyan Christian Advocate, 
February 1, 1899. 
52smith, History of Georgia Methodism, p. 265. 
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Alfred M. Pierce, another admirer of the "'Bishop of 
the Wiregrass, 11 honored Anthony in the following manner: 
In evangelistic success ion came J. D. Anthony, 
for nineteen years a Presiding Elder, 1t'Bishop 
of the 1.r&iregrass,'~ in whose meetiggs 30,000 
were said to have been converted.)J 
A friend, W. F. Lloyd, wrote this tribute to the de -
parted minister: 
••• during my stay as pastor at Brunswick, he was 
my Presiding Elder. o •• I soon came to love him 
with an affection like children for a father. 
He loved his preachers, and was a veritable 
father to them. His tact in administering 
reproof was Christly •••• 
While not given to loud profession as to per-
sonal holiness, he did claim a rich and joyous 
experience of divine grace. He loved to talk 
of spiritual thing s, and in hi s daily life was 
one of the most guileless men I have ever known • 
• ~oHe was the last of the school of preachers 
to whom he belong ed. In Southern Georgia, 
from Thomasville to Sandersville, his memory 
is an ointment poure d forth. His tireless 
labors, his powerful sermons, and his grea~, 
loving heart gripped him to the people.ooo/4 
During the Annual Conference, the following article 
appeared in the Wesleyan .Christian Advocate: 
Rev. J. D. Anthony 
••• for fifty year s and more he was a faithful 
minister. He g laddened thousands of homes 
and hears and preached with great success 
from the Blue Ridge to the Atlantic. Our 
brother cultivated the talents given him 
with great assiduity •••• With his rich flow 
of language and brilliant imagination he waB 
a fine word painter and a great ornament for 
many years to the Georgia pulpit. His wit 
53Pierce, Methodism in Georgia, Po 235 0 
5~-Wesleyan Advocate, February 22, 1899. 
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and humor was so overflowing as to enter-
tain and delight the largest congregations . 
••• perhap? his richest endowment was his 
loving sympathy for the poor, and his kind 
watchcare for the young. He often preached 
to the young everywhere in his various 
charges ••.• '.>5 
The most honored tribute was paid J. D. Anthony at 
the Annual Conference of 1899. At the conference, it was re-
ported that three had died during the past year.56 The follow-
ing memoir was read at the closing session: 
••• it is well for us to pause when we submit 
tne memoir of .•• J. D. Anthony. 
It becomes us to learn the lesson of his life; 
to enquire into those elements and principles 
which enabled him for more than a .half-century 
to stand among his fellows as one of the most 
conspicuous characters of the conference, 
challenging our admiration and receiving our 
hearty endorsement •..• 
... Brother Anthony ... found our fair domain 
a well - nigh undisturbed wilderness; left it 
a cultivated garden, adorned with the church 
and the school house, transforming the rude, 
semi-savage hunt er into the Christian, clothed 
in their right mind sitting at the feet of 
the Master. 
If eloquence be defined as that power which 
moves men to action ..• , moulding the charac -
ter and fixing the destiny of men, then must 
the men, of whom Bro. Anthony was a good type, 
wear the Crown •... His was the age of true 
eloquence. 
Truly it may be said of him, "he did not 
build upon the foundation of another," did 
not serve charges made ready for his hand, 
but created them for others to serve. Nature 
intended him for the front line. There he did 
55 11 Resolution to J. D. Anthony," Wesleyan Christian 
Advocate, December 6, 1899. 
56A picture of the three superannuated ministers who 
died in 1899 is found on the following page. Minutes of the 
South Georgia Conference, p. 68 . 
THREE MINISTERS HONORED AT THE CONFERENCE OF 1899 
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his best work; there he found his greatest 
delight •..• Nobly did he meet the divine 
expectations; Nobly did he accomplish a great 
work. 
Thirty thousand conversions •••• What a workt 
Who can measure it? 
••• nature gave our brother a tender, compassion-
ate heart--a soul refined, responsive to holy 
influences, elevating in its aspiration •••• 
Few men were by nature and grace so well quali -
fied to become the bearer of others burdens. 
This example of our blessed Lord found easy 
and close imitation in his life. This fact 
largely contributed to his great and long-
sustained popularity •••• In life he manifested 
a broad charity. Few men so universally spoke 
kindly of others •• • • 
.•• it was clear that his strongest, his domi -
nant passion was love for humanity. This was 
the foundation of his success--the inspiration 
which made the eloquent preacher--rendering toil, 
privation and suffering a pleasure. 
A divine enthusiasm for humanity held him stead-
fast to his work when it seemed a hopeless task, 
and rendered persevering when othe rs would have 
abandoned the seemingly hopeless task ••.• 
His life was a striking commentary on unselfish 
devotion and ceaseless toil in behalf of his 
fellow man ••.• No one was a truer friend • 
•.• January 26, 1899, •.. the tired, worn warrior 
found rest at last. As he reposed in death, 
there was the smile of triumph across his ~f.ace 
which dissolution could not destroy. 
John A. Thompson57 
57Minutes of the South Georgia Conference, 1899, 
pp . 68 - 720 
CONCLUSION 
This paper has attempted to discuss some of the 
experiences in the life of Reverend J. D. Anthony. Born 
in Abbeville County, South Georgia, in 1825, he accompanied 
his family in 1835 to the present state of Alabama where 
his father served as a missionary to the Cherokee Indians. 
Anthony witnessed the establishment of Cherokee County in 
1836. His boyhood experiences among the Indians and con-
tact with frontier life helped to prepare him for the 
strena ous life which lay ahead. 
Licensed to preach in 1846, Anthony served the minis -
try faithfully for over a half- century. The large portion 
of his time was spent as an itinerant preacher. He was 
compelled to make long, fatiguing journeys on horseback 
to preach at from twenty to thirty different churches once 
each month and frequently twice each month. Due to the 
loss of his ri ght eye and also a weakened condition of his 
lungs, his body was seldom without pain. 
One of the more difficult times in his life was 
during the years of the Civil War. The early years of the 
war were spent serving as a traveling preacher on the 
Summerville Circuit. He was transferred to South Georgia 
in 1863, where he witnessed the real horrors of war. 
123 
In 1364 through his intercession with General Sherman by 
means of a Naso~ic a0peal, the town of ~andersvillo, ~eorgia, 
was spared from the torch. 
r:rhe minister moved bad:: to Alabama in. 1369 where he 
labored in the '_forth /\ lahama C onf ere".lce through the close of 
1375. While in Alaban:a he acted as Presidin~~ Elder for 
three years. The preaeher witnessed the found in;:,; of '3irrningham 
in 1371. 
J. il Anthony returned to Georgia in 1876 and served 
in the South Georgia Ccnfe~enee throug h 1897. The majority 
of time was scent as Presiding Elder of some of the larger 
positions i.'.1 tr.e co (1.feren~e. l)ue to the le:-i~th of '1.is 
career and dedication to the people of South Georgia, he was 
labeled 11 ~·'.>ishop oi' the Wiregrass .n During hi::: ministry he 
edited three newspapers a.1 cl ~ontributed many articles of 
both a religious m d secular nature. i:{is autobiography, 
co~pleted after his retireme~~, ~ives an interesting account 
of his life a.'.1d so~e cf the events associated with the 
~ethodist faith. 
Anthony was Presiding Elder ninetee'.1 years and t:eavoled 
circuits for fifteen years. He served six years in stations, 
two years as a g ent for the co~ference a~d nine years as a 
local preac1-1.er. To his friends arid associates he was a 
loyal, dedicated ch:1rcr .. 1nan.. To his children he was a kin.d 
and affectionate fathero Minister, journalist, teacher, 
historian, au tho:> 9.nd hmaani tar ian, James T). Anthony lived 
a .n active life. 
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Service for others appears to have been the motto of 
this great man. His purpose in life was to answer the call 
of God's ministry, whether it be in the wilderness or in 
the urban areas. Dedicated to the itinerant service for 
over fifty years, J. D. Anthony touched the lives of more 
than thirty thousand souls. It can be said that this humble 
servant of God and man truly fulfilled the basic purpose 
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